BITCOIN’S ORBIT: 
VIRTUAL MONEY 
HAS COMPETITION 


Page27 



PUTIN MEETS POPE 
AND BERLUSCONI 
ON ROME VISIT 


Page 9 





Troy Peoples, center, and Amenia Evernz, right, pass the time watching TV after their flight to Washington state was delayed by two 
hours due to winter weather at Dallas-Fort Worth International airport, Monday, Nov. 25, 2013. Winter weather has caused travel 
disruptions throughout the area including the cancelation and delays of hundreds of flights. 

(AP Photo/Brandon Wade) 

Travelers cast wary eye as storm moves eastward 


TAKING A SHOT 
AT DIPLOMACY 

JOHN HEILPRIN 
ZEINA KARAM 
Associated Press 
BEIRUT (AP) — Within 24 
hours of an interim deal 
aimed at reining in Iran’s 
nuclear program, world 
powers raised hopes Mon¬ 
day for the first face-to- 
face talks to end the Syr¬ 
ian civil war as the United 
Nations called the warring 
parties to the table. 



UN Joint Special 
Representative for Syria, 
Lakhdar Brahimi smiles 
after the UN announced the 
Conference Geneva 2 at the 
United Nations, in Geneva, 
Switzerland, Monday, 
November 25, 2013. 

(AP Photo/Salvatore DiNolfi) 

But huge gaps remain. The 
opposition remains vague 
on whether it will even at¬ 
tend the Geneva confer¬ 
ence called for Jan. 22, 
and both sides hold funda¬ 
mentally different visions 
on the very basics, particu¬ 
larly the future role of Presi¬ 
dent Bashar Assad. 
Nevertheless, Monday’s 
announcement of a date 
for the talks after months 
of delay produced hope. 

Continued on Page 2 


SCOn MAYEROWITZ 
DAVID WARREN 
Associated Press 
DALLAS (AP) — A winter 
storm system blamed for at 
least 10 fatal accidents in 
the West and Texas threat¬ 
ens to dampen the Thanks¬ 
giving holiday for millions 
of Americans traveling this 
week. 

Nearly 300 American Air¬ 
lines and American Eagle 
flights were canceled 
in and out of Dallas-Fort 
Worth International Airport 


on Monday due to the 
weather, spokeswoman 
Laura Masvidal said, mir¬ 
roring disruptions at the air 
hub a day earlier. Some of 
the country’s busiest air¬ 
ports — New York, Wash¬ 
ington D.C., Philadelphia, 
Boston and Charlotte, N.C. 
— could see big delays. 

Icy roads led to hundreds of 
accidents and at least 10 
deaths, half of them in Tex¬ 
as. On Monday, the storm 
brought a mix of snow, sleet 
and freezing rain to parts of 


Arkansas, Oklahoma, Mis¬ 
souri, southern Kansas and 
Texas. But as the storm con¬ 
tinues east, there are fears 
of heavy rain along the 
busy Interstate 95 corridor 
and sleet, freezing rain and 
snow away from the coast 
and at higher elevations. 
Tom Kines, a meteorologist 
with AccuWeather, said 
it will be “primarily a rain 
event" for the East Coast, 
with up to three inches of 
rain dousing travelers. 

“The further inland you get 


— especially as you get 
into that higher terrain — 
you are going to deal with 
frozen precipitation,” Kines 
said. Snow could fall in 
western Pennsylvania and 
the interior of New England. 
Up to 9 inches could blan¬ 
ket northern parts of West 
Virginia, where the Nation¬ 
al Weather Service issued a 
winter storm warning from 
Tuesday morning through 
Wednesday afternoon. 

Continued on Page 4 
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HUP FRONT 


Syria talks aim to build on Iran momentum 


Continued from front 

Parties are hopeful that the 
precedent of successful 
nuclear negotiations with 
Iran might open new diplo¬ 
matic channels that could 
help broker an end to the 
nearly 3-year-old civil war 
in Syria that has killed more 
than 100,000 people. 

The nuclear deal between 


Tehran and world powers 
was announced in Gene¬ 
va on Sunday. Success in 
negotiations on a final ac¬ 
cord could pave the way 
for normalizafion of ties be¬ 
tween Iran and the West, 
reshaping the Mideast po¬ 
litical map. 

As Assad’s staunchest ally, 
Iran has given him signifi¬ 
cant financial support and 
is believed to have sent 


EDITH M. LEDERER 
Associated Press 
UNITED NATIONS (AP) — The 

U.N. Security Council urged 
new efforts Monday to end 
attacks by the Lord’s Re¬ 
sistance Army, release all 
people abducted by the 
brutal African rebel group 
and send its notorious lead¬ 
er Joseph Kony to the In¬ 
ternational Criminal Court 
for prosecution for crimes 
against humanity. 

A presidential statement 
approved by all 15 council 


military advisers, trained 
pro-government militia¬ 
men and directed one of 
its proxies, Lebanon’s Shiite 
Muslim Hezbollah, to fight 
alongside Assad’s troops. 
U.N. spokesman Martin 
Nesirky played down the 
possibility that the negotia¬ 
tions with Iran played a di¬ 
rect role in the movement 
on Syria, which followed 


a meeting in Geneva of 
senior diplomats from the 
U.S., Russia and the U.N. 
The two tracks “are very 
separate, both tracks have 
been going on in different 
formats, in different loca¬ 
tions,” he told reporters. 
“So I would simply say that 
it was a good weekend for 
diplomacy.” 

Still, a senior member in the 
main. Western-backed Syr- 


members welcomes a re¬ 
cent program toward end¬ 
ing war crimes in central 
Africa by the rebel group 
and pledges “to maintain 
the current momentum un¬ 
til a permanent end to the 
threat posed by the LRA 
has been achieved." 

But the council expressed 
serious concern that the 
continued instability and 
security vacuum in the Cen¬ 
tral African Republic are 
hampering counfer-LRA 
operations and contribut¬ 


ion opposition coalition ex¬ 
pressed hope the nuclear 
deal would transform Iran 
into a “positive regional 
player,” relinquishing its 
support for Assad. 

“We hope the Iranian nu¬ 
clear deal will provide im¬ 
petus for a Syria deal,” Ab- 
delbaset Sieda of the Syr¬ 
ian National Coalition told 
The Associated Press. “The 


Iranian government must 
cut relations with the re¬ 
gime and leave the choice 
to the Syrian people." 

A break between Iran and 
Assad is unlikely in the short 
term given the foothold 
the alliance gives Tehran in 
the Arab world. Still, a thaw 
between Iran and the U.S. 
— which backs the op¬ 
position coalition — could 
prompt Tehran to encour¬ 


ing to the reinforcement 
of the LRA in the country, 
which has descended into 
a state of near-anarchy. 
The LRA, which originafed 
in Uganda in the 1980s as 
a popular tribal uprising 
against the government, 
has waged one of Africa’s 
longest and most brutal 
rebellions. Its fighters are 
accused by the U.N. and 
human rights groups of cut¬ 
ting off the tongues and 
lips of innocent civilians 
and kidnapping thousands 


age Assad to make con¬ 
cessions, at least enough 
to keep talks going. 

“If the Iran talks had not 
worked or if the Iranian 
deal had not come about 
yesterday, I think it might 
have been more hard- 
going today," said Salman 
Shaikh, director of the 
Brookings Doha Center. “In 
terms of the diplomatic at¬ 
mosphere, there’s certainly 
a feeling of some impetus.” 
The conference aims to 
work out a roadmap for 
Syria adopted by the U.S., 
Russia and other major 
powers in June 2012 — in¬ 
cluding creating a transi¬ 
tional government leading 
to the holding of elections. 
Enormous challenges lie 
ahead. Even participa¬ 
tion by both sides is by no 
means guaranteed. 

Under pressure from fhe 
U.S., fhe Syrian National 
Coalition has dropped 
conditions that Assad step 
down before any talks and 
has eased demands for 
guarantees ahead of time 
that he will not be part of 
any transitional govern¬ 
ment — demands that 
the Syrian government has 
roundly rejected. 

But the coalition is sticking 
to its condition that Assad 
release detainees and al¬ 
low humanitarian corridors 
to provide access for des¬ 
perately needed aid to 
rebel-held areas. 

“These are trust-building 
measures that need to 
take place ahead of any 
talks, otherwise all efforts 
to convene a peace con¬ 
ference are futile,” Sieda 
said.Q 


of children and forcing 
them to be soldiers and sex 
slaves. 

Military pressure forced the 
LRA out of Uganda in 2005, 
and the rebels scattered 
across parts of central Af¬ 
rica. The LRA insurgency 
and the Ugandan govern¬ 
ment's response have left 
at least 100,000 people 
dead. The Security Coun¬ 
cil said in 2011 that more 
than 440,000 people across 
the region had been 
displacedO 


Afghan leader. 
Rice at odds over 
US security deal 

PATRICK QUINN 
Associated Press 
KABUL, Afghanistan (AP) 

— Afghanistan’s president 
and the U.S. delivered 
blunt messages to each 
other Monday that gave 
no indication of a resolu¬ 
tion of their disagreements 
over a pact that governs 
the future of the Ameri¬ 
can troop presence in the 
country. 

Hamid Karzai said he won’t 
back down from his refusal 
fo sign during fhe resf of his 
ferm in office, with Nation¬ 
al Security Adviser Susan 
Rice responding that this 
would mean the U.S. would 
then pull out all its forces 
after 2014.Their meeting in 
Kabul came the day after 
Karzai’s surprise decision 
to ignore Sunday’s recom¬ 
mendation by an Afghan 
assembly of dignitaries to 
sign the Bilateral Security 
Agreement, a refusal that 
cast doubt on whether 
American and allied troops 
would remain in Afghani¬ 
stan to train Afghan forces 
after most foreign troops 
withdraw next year. 
According to Karzai’s of¬ 
fice, he told Rice during 
Monday’s meeting that he 
wouldn’t back down from 
that decision, deferring it 
to whoever succeeds him 
as president in April elec¬ 
tions. 

The White House said Rice 
responded by telling Karzai 
that the United States will 
plan to pull all troops out of 
his country after 2014 if he 
doesn’t promptly sign. 

It added that Rice told Kar¬ 
zai that a signed agree¬ 
ment is necessary to plan 
for thousands of troops to 
stay in the country to train 
and mentor Afghan secu¬ 
rity forces to face the Tal¬ 
iban. 

“President Karzai outlined 
new conditions for signing 
the agreement and indi¬ 
cated he is not prepared to 
sign the BSA promptly,” the 
White House said. “Without 
a prompt signature, the 
U.S. would have no choice 
but to initiate planning for 
a post-2014 future in which 
there would be no U.S. or 
NATO troop presence in 
Afghanistan,” she told the 
Afghan presidentO 
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A Shiite fighter clashes with members of the Sunni-dominated Free Syrian Army rebel in the town 
of Hatita, in the countryside of Damascus, Syria. Syria’s government and opposition will hold their 
first peace talks on Jan. 22 in Geneva, in an attempt to halt the nearly 3-year-old civil war that has 
killed more than 100,000 people, the United Nations announces. 

(AP Photo/Jaber al-Helo) 


UN urges effort to wipe out LRA and get Kony 
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Obama pushes back against critics of Iran deal 


JULIE PACE 

AP White House Corre¬ 
spondent 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Push¬ 
ing back hard. President 
Barack Obama forcefully 
defended the temporary 
agreement to freeze Iran’s 
disputed nuclear program 
on Monday, declaring that 
the United States “cannot 
close the door on diplo¬ 
macy.” 

The president's remarks 
followed skepticism of the 
historic accord expressed 
by some U.S. allies abroad 
as well as by members 
of Congress at home, in¬ 
cluding fellow Democrats. 
Israeli Prime Minister Ben¬ 
jamin Netanyahu, one of 
the fiercest opponents of 
the six-month deal, called 
it a “historic mistake” and 
announced he would be 
dispatching a top envoy to 
Washington to try to tough¬ 
en the final agreement ne¬ 
gotiators will soon begin 
hammering out. 

Obama, without naming 
names, swiped at those 
who have questioned the 
wisdom of engaging with 
Iran. 

“Tough talk and bluster 
may be the easy thing to 
do politically, but it's not 
the right thing to do for our 
security," he said during an 
event in San Francisco. 

The weekend agreement 
between Iran and six world 
powers — the U.S., Britain, 
France, Russia, China and 
Germany — is to tempo¬ 
rarily halt parts of Tehran’s 
disputed nuclear program 
and allow for more intru¬ 
sive international monitor¬ 
ing of Iran's facilities. In ex¬ 
change, Iran gains some 
modest relief from stiff 
economic sanctions and 
a pledge from Obama 
that no new penalties will 
be levied during the six 
months. The groundwork 
for the accord was laid dur¬ 
ing four clandestine meet¬ 
ings between U.S. and Ira¬ 
nian officials throughout 
the summer and fall. An 
earlier meeting took place 
in March, before Iranians 
elected President Has- 
san Rouhani, a cleric who 
has taken more moderate 
public stances than his pre¬ 
decessor. Details of the se¬ 
cret talks were confirmed 
to The Associated Press by 


three senior administration 
officials. The U.S. and its 
allies contend Iran is seek¬ 
ing to produce a nuclear 
bomb — of particular con¬ 
cern to Israel, which fears 
an attack — while Tehran 
insists it is merely pursuing a 
peaceful nuclear program 
for energy and medical 
purposes. 

Even with the criticism, for 
Obama the sudden shift to 
foreign policy presents an 
opportunity to steady his 
flailing second term and 
take some attention off 
the domestic troubles that 
have plagued the White 
House in recent weeks, 
especially the rollout of his 
signature health care law. 
Perhaps with his presiden¬ 
tial standing — and the 
strength of the rest of his 
term — in mind, he made 
sure on Monday to draw a 
connection between the 
nuclear pact and his long- 
declared willingness to ne- 


MICHAEL MELIA 
Associated Press 
HARTFORD, Connecticut 
(AP) — Why a young gun¬ 
man went on a murderous 
shooting rampage at a U.S. 
school a year ago is still a 
mystery and may never be 
known with certainty, pros¬ 
ecutors said Monday in a 
report that ended their in¬ 
vestigation. 

Adam Lanza, 20, was ob- 


gotiate directly with Iran. 
“When I first ran for presi¬ 
dent, I said it was time for a 
new era of American lead- 


sessed with mass murders 
and the 1999 Columbine 
High School shooting in 
particular, but investiga¬ 
tors did not find evidence 
he ever told others of his 
intentions to carry out such 
an attack, according to 
the summary report by the 
lead investigator. State's 
Attorney Stephen Seden- 
sky III. 

Lanza killed 20 young chil¬ 


ership in the world, one 
that turned the page on a 
decade of war and began 
a new era of engagement 


dren and six educators 
with a semi-automatic rifle 
inside the Connecticut 
school on Dec. 14. He shot 
and killed his mother inside 
their home before driving 
to the school, and killed 
himself wifh a handgun as 
police arrived. 

The shooting moved gun 
safety to the top of the 
agenda for President 
Barack Obama — though 
his gun control efforts have 
failed in Congress — and 
led states across the coun¬ 
try to re-evaluate laws on 
issues including school 
safety. 

The new report describes 
a gunman who had “sig¬ 
nificant mental health is¬ 
sues” but had knowledge 
of what he was planning: 
He had materials on mass 
murder, he smashed his 
computer hard drive, and 
he used earplugs during 
the shooting. 

“The obvious question that 
remains is: ‘Why did the 
shooter murder twenty- 
seven people, including 
twenty children?’ Unfortu¬ 
nately, that question may 
never be answered con¬ 
clusively,” the report said. 
Lanza “was undoubt- 


with the world,” he said. 
“As president and as com¬ 
mander in chief. I’ve done 
what I’ve said. ”□ 


edly afflicted with mental 
health problems; yet de¬ 
spite a fascination with 
mass shootings and fire¬ 
arms, he displayed no ag¬ 
gressive or threatening ten¬ 
dencies,” Sedensky wrote. 
Lanza’s mother, Nancy 
Lanza, was concerned 
for her son and said he 
hadn’t gone anywhere in 
three months and would 
communicate with her by 
e-mail only, even though 
they were living in the 
same house. She never 
expressed fear that she or 
anyone was in danger from 
her son, the report said. 
Sedensky said there was 
no clear indication why 
Lanza chose the school as 
the target other than the 
fact that it was close to his 
home. 

The report said Lanza in 
2005 was diagnosed with 
Asperger’s disorder — but 
“what contribution this 
made to the shootings, if 
any, is unknown.” 
Asperger's is an aufism-like 
disorder fhaf is nof associ¬ 
ated with violence. 

Lanza might have hinted at 
his intentions online in the 
days before the massacre, 
the report indicatedO 



President Barack Obama turns around to respond to hecklers interrupting his speech, Monday, 
Nov. 25, 2013, at the Betty Ann Ong Chinese Recreation Center in San Francisco. 

(AP Photo/Pablo Martinez Monsivais) 


One Year Later: 


Motive still a mystery in Newtown attack 
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This image contained in the “Appendix to Report on 
the Shootings at Sandy Hook Elementary School and 36 
Yogananda St., Newtown, Connecticut On December 14, 

2012” and released Monday, Nov. 25, 2013, by the Danbury, 
Conn., State’s Attorney shows a scene at 36 Yogananda St., 
where gunman Adam Lanza lived with his mother in Newtown, 
Conn. Lanza opened fire inside the school killing 20 first- 
graders and six educators before killing himself as police 
arrived. (AP Photo) 
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Travelers cast wary eye 
as storm moves eastward 


Continued from front 

Jeff Smidt is traveling 
Wednesday from his home 
in Toronto to visit his family 
in Andover, Mass., just out¬ 
side Boston. 

“My understanding is that 
I’m traveling at like the 
worst time ever,” he said. 
Smidt tried to get on an 
earlier flight but JetBlue 
told him it isn’t waiving any 
change fees yet. 

“I’m just hoping I also don’t 
become a statistic during 
the holiday weekend,” 
he said. “Worst comes to 
worst, it will be an eight- 
hour trek down Interstate 
90.” 

Ninety percent of travel¬ 
ers this week will drive, ac¬ 
cording to AAA, and an es¬ 
timated 38.9 million people 
— 1.6 percent fewer than 
last year — are expected 
to drive 50 miles or more 
from their home. 

Gas is about 15 cents 
cheaper than last year, 
AAA said Monday, with a 
gallon of regular selling for 
$3.28. 

The car-lobbying group 
and travel agency says 
Wednesday will be the 
busiest travel day, a fore¬ 
cast based on a formula 
that factors in consumer 
confidence, stock market 
performance, unemploy¬ 
ment and a survey of 418 
people that has a 6 per¬ 
cent margin of error. 

Air travel will be busier and 
more expensive than usual 
this Thanksgiving. 

This holiday will likely see 
the most air travelers since 
2007, according to Airlines 
for America, the industry’s 


trade and lobbying group, 
with the busiest day be¬ 
ing Sunday, an estimated 
2.56 million passengers. 
Wednesday is expected to 
be the second-busiest with 
2.42 million passengers. 

The average domestic air¬ 
fare is up 9.5 percent from 
last Thanksgiving to $313, 
according to the Airlines 
Reporting Corp., which 
processes tickets sold on¬ 
line and by traditional trav¬ 
el agencies. 

Meanwhile, Amtrak prices 
in September — the most 
recent month for which 
data is available — were 
up more than 4 percent 
from last year. 

Adding to the usual stress 
of holiday travel, though, is 
the weather that's ahead 
for much of the country. 
Already, the storm system 
dropped several inches 
of snow last week in New 
Mexico, Arizona, Oklaho¬ 
ma and West Texas. 

Some of the worst weather 
was expected in the Oua¬ 
chita Mountains of western 
Arkansas but most of the 
region saw only sporadic 
ice and very cold temper¬ 
atures. 

“You can see it on the 
power lines but the roads 
are fine,” said Courtney 
O’Neal-Walden, who 
planned to close her Dairy- 
ette restaurant in Mount 
Ida four hours early be¬ 
cause business was slow. 

In Texas, up to 44,000 
people, mostly in the Dal- 
las-Fort Worth area, were 
without power earlier in the 
day, but that number had 
dropped considerably by 
the afternoon. □ 
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Midwest ‘petcoke’ mountains raising residents’ ire 


TAMMY WEBBER 
Associated Press 
CHICAGO (AP) — The im¬ 
ages are startling. Billowing 
black clouds darken the 
daytime sky as wind-driven 
grit pelts homes and cars 
and forces bewildered resi¬ 
dents to take cover. 

The onslaught, captured in 
photos and video footage 
from Detroit and Chica¬ 
go this year, was caused 
by the same thing: brisk 
winds sweeping across 
huge black piles of petro¬ 
leum coke, or “petcoke,” 
a powdery byproduct of 
oil refining that's been ac¬ 
cumulating along U.S. Mid¬ 
west shipping channels 
and sparking a new wave 
of health and environmen¬ 
tal concerns. 

The piles are evidence of 
a sharp increase in North 
American oil production 
— particularly crude ex¬ 
tracted from oil sands in 
Canada — that has been 
trapped in the Midwest 
because of limited pipe¬ 
line capacity to carry it to 
the Gulf and West coasts, 
leading to unprecedented 
amounts of oil refining and 
petcoke production here. 
In Midwestern neighbor¬ 
hoods near refineries, the 
growing black mountains 
have brought outcries from 
residents and new efforts 
by lawmakers to control or 
banish the blowing dust. 
“We could barely open 
the windows this summer 
because the black dust 
was so bad,” said Susanna 
Gomez, 37, a mother and 
grandmother who lives on 
Chicago’s far southeast 
side, across a set of railroad 
tracks from a shipping ter¬ 
minal that stockpiles pet¬ 
coke until it can be loaded 
on to ships for export. She 
said she worries about one 
of her sons, who's asthmat¬ 
ic, but doesn’t have the 
money to move. 

Alan Beemsterboer, whose 


family owns another near¬ 
by site that long has han¬ 
dled slag, asphalt and 
coal, and now, increas¬ 
ingly, petcoke, said he 
doesn’t understand the 
controversy. 

“This has been an industri¬ 
al area forever — a coke 
plant used to be there, a 
steel mill used to be there,” 
Beemsterboer said. “Coal 
and petcoke are just dirty 
words now. “ 

Petcoke has been part 
of the American indus¬ 
trial landscape since the 
1930s, when refineries be¬ 
gan installing equipment 
to “cook” residue left over 
from making gasoline and 
diesel info a solid fuel fhaf 
could be burned in power 
plants and cement kilns. 
But the sheer volume of 
petcoke that appeared 
suddenly in Detroit and 
Chicago this year—almost 
all of if in open-air piles — 
was unprecedented, and 
caught residents and pub¬ 
lic officials off guard. 

“With the amount of Ca¬ 
nadian oil entering the U.S. 
increasing almost daily, re¬ 
fineries like Marathon in De¬ 
troit, BP in Whiting, Indiana, 
and Phillips 66 in Roxana, 
Illinois, have expanded to 
handle the glut. Even more 


STEUBENVILLE, Ohio (AP) 
— An Ohio school super¬ 
intendent, two coaches 
and a principal have been 
charged by a grand jury 
that investigated whether 
other laws were broken 
in the rape of a drunken 
16-year-old girl by two foot¬ 
ball players, the state's at¬ 
torney general said Mon¬ 
day. 

The Steubenville case drew 
national attention after 
hacker activists pushed 
media coverage and al¬ 
leged a cover-up. The two 


oil could be on the way if 
the controversial Keystone 
XL pipeline is approved, 
though by then additional 
domestic pipelines could 
direct some to refineries in 
ofher regions, experts say. 
Refineries usually sell fhe 
pefcoke to other compa¬ 
nies, which store it until it 
can be loaded onto Great 


teenage football players 
were convicted of raping 
the girl after an alcohol- 
fueled party in August 2012. 
The crime shocked many 
because other students re¬ 
corded the attack on their 
cellphones and gossiped 
about it online. 

The case came to light via 
morning-after text messag¬ 
es, social media posts and 
online photos and video. 
The case has long been 
marked by allegations 
that more football players 
should have been charged 


Lakes ships for export to 
places like China. Burning 
it emits high levels of soot 
and greenhouse gases, so 
its use in the U.S. is limited. 

In Detroit, petcoke began 
appearing along the De¬ 
troit River in the spring, sev¬ 
eral months after the Mara¬ 
thon Oil refinery completed 
a $2.2 billion expansion. 


and that police and prose¬ 
cutors tried to cover up as¬ 
pects of fhe case early on. 
The grand jury investigated 
whether adults like coach¬ 
es or school administrators 
knew of the rape allega¬ 
tion but failed to report it as 
required by state law. 

“How do you hold kids ac¬ 
countable if you don't hold 
the adults accountable?” 
Ohio Attorney General 
Mike DeWine said. 

The charges against the su¬ 
perintendent, Mike McVey, 
include felony counts of 


But an outcry by residents, 
who shot video footage of 
the blowing grit, prompted 
city officials to order the 
removal of the piles. In Chi¬ 
cago, residents became 
alarmed when the black 
piles began growing about 
six months ago, said Tom 
Shepherd, a member of a 
neighborhood group.□ 


obstructing justice, DeWine 
said. McVey wasn’t imme¬ 
diately available for com¬ 
ment. 

An school principal, Lynnett 
Gorman, 40, and a strength 
coach, Seth Fluharty, 26, 
are charged with failing to 
report possible child abuse. 
A former volunteer coach, 
Matthew Bellardine, 26, 
faces several misdemean¬ 
or charges, including mak¬ 
ing false statements and 
contributing to underage 
alcohol consumption.^ 



In this October 2013 photo, petroleum coke, or petcoke, is stored on barges on the Calumet River 
near the Chicago Skyway Bridge in Chicago. The grainy black byproduct of oil refining has been 
piling up along Midwest shipping channels and sparking a new wave of environmental concerns. 
The volume and size of petcoke piles has grown sharply _ especially in the Midwest. 

(AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast) 


School superintendent charged in rape case 
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Ski season off to strong start in Utah 


PAUL FOY 

Associated Press 

SALT LAKE CITY (AP) — 

Utah’s ski industry is get¬ 
ting an early-season intra¬ 
venous shot. Ski-pass sales 
and lodging reservations 
are up as resorts reap the 
benefit of an improving 
economy. Even the weath¬ 
er is cooperating, with No¬ 
vember building up snow 
equity on the slopes. 

Utah boosters hope the 
Sochi Olympics whip up 
enthusiasm for skiing in the 
state that held the 2002 
Winter Games. 

Many of the 14 Utah resorts 


faster than the year be¬ 
fore, industry officials say. 
The early bookings come 
as Park City Mountain Re¬ 
sorts prepares to celebrate 
its storied 50-year history 
with a season-long series 
of live music, fireworks and 
giveaways. “The early-sea¬ 
son snowfall helped calm 
fears,” said Nathan Raffer¬ 
ty, president of the trade 
group Ski Utah. After a pair 
of lackluster winters, Utah 
was itching for a come¬ 
back and appears to be 
getting it, he said. 

“We haven’t seen this kind 
of sustained strength in the 


ern Utah poured $3.5 mil¬ 
lion into base lodges and 
magic-carpet surface lifts. 
Other Utah resorts invested 
in snow-making, grooming 
fleets and dining options. 
Another convenience is 
unfolding off the slopes. 
Salt Lake City’s airport is 
now served by light-rail 
transit, which can connect 
vacationing skiers — with 
bus transfers — to Alta and 
Snowbird or Brighton and 
Solitude in the canyons 
east of Salt Lake City. Even¬ 
tually, Utah wants to run 
light-rail directly to the four 
resorts. Mass transit is shap¬ 


popular multi-resort pass to 
Utah. 

For around $700 — a bar¬ 
gain by industry standards 
— Vail’s EPIC pass gives ski¬ 
ers the run of six Colorado 
resorts, one in Utah, and 
three around Lake Tahoe, 
plus some free skiing at se¬ 
lect European resorts. 

Vail sold around 350,000 
EPIC passes before sales 
closed Sunday (Nov. 24), 
up from 300,000 last winter, 
executives say. With buy¬ 
ers in all 50 states and 80 
countries snapping it up, 
Utah expects to grab more 
out-of-state skiers because 


Effect of weed 
on ski biz hazy 

KRISTEN WYATT 

THOMAS PEIPERT 
Associated Press 
DENVER (AP) — Colorado’s 
ski resorts are taking the of¬ 
fensive in ensuring the multi- 
billion-dollar-a-year industry 
isn’t hurt by recreational 
marijuana stores that are set 
to open at about the same 
time many families begin 
planning their winter vaca¬ 
tions. 

For some skiers and snow- 
boarders, hitting the slopes 
with a joint or pipe tucked 
into a winter coat has long 
been commonplace. But 
with the stores set to open 
Jan. 1 near resorts across 
the state — and a handful 
of companies offering can¬ 
nabis-themed ski trips — the 
future is a bit hazy. Will a pot 
tourism industry flourish or 
will families decide to go to 
resorts in states where mari¬ 
juana is outlawed? 

For an industry already wor¬ 
rying about global warming, 
avalanches or simply a bad 
snow season, the stakes are 
high. Jennifer Rudolph of 
Colorado Ski Country USA, a 
trade association that repre¬ 
sents 21 resorts in the state, 
says the ski industry gener¬ 
ates about $3 billion in tour¬ 
ism revenue annually and 
Colorado had more than 
11 million skier visits last year, 
more than any other state. 
“We are being proactive in 
educating the public in what 
to expect when they come 
to Colorado to ski,” she said. 
She added: “We’re getting 
the word out that we have 
a lot of things to offer guests, 
but smoking marijuana is not 
one of them. ... We have so 
much to offer our guests that 
outweigh the legality of pos¬ 
session of marijuana.” 
Rudolph says her organi¬ 
zation is informing visitors 
through social media and 
its blog about the new pot 
laws, which were passed last 
year and legalize marijuana 
possession in small amounts 
for adults over 21, including 
out-of-state visitors. □ 


This November 2013, photo, shows a skier at Park City Mountain Resort, in Park City, Utah. About half of Utah’s 14 resorts are up 
and running on snow that piled up during November. Officials say season-pass sales are strong. Park City has booked 28 percent 
of the season for lodging already. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer) 


are stepping up offerings 
for season-pass holders, 
daily visitors and young 
learners. They’re holding 
prices, offering special 
deals and notably, more 
multi-resort privileges. For 
vacationers who can’t 
plan early-season pur¬ 
chases, Utah's Eagle Point 
ski area will offer $25 lift 
tickets to anyone on Thurs¬ 
days and Sundays when it 
opens Dec. 19. 

It’s shaping up as a season 
of hope for Utah skiing after 
a pair of unimpressive snow 
years. By mid-November, 
Park City had booked 28 
percent of the season for 
lodging at a pace a fifth 


mountain lodging industry 
since pre-2008,” said Ralf 
Garrison, director of Den¬ 
ver-based analysts Desti- 
Metrics. 

Resorts around Salt Lake 
City have modernized rap¬ 
idly since the 2002 Olym¬ 
pics, and skiers can expect 
more improvements on the 
slope this winter. Fast lifts 
can now be found at most 
of the resorts, and Brighton 
Resort is opening a girls-on- 
ly snowboard terrain park. 
Snowbird replaced its pok¬ 
ey two-seat Gad 2 with 
a high-speed quad, cut¬ 
ting ride time in half on a 
popular side of fhe moun¬ 
tain. Brian Head in south¬ 


ing up as an alternative to 
renting a car. 

Anything that keeps Utah 
skiing low-profile is good, 
said Burke and his ski 
buddy, Torg Hickman, a 
46-year-old nursing assis¬ 
tant. Both plan to take Feb¬ 
ruary off for skiing, burning 
a year's vacation time. 
“This is the best place in 
the world," crowed Hick¬ 
man, who has been skiing 
in Utah for 37 years. 

Utah skiers can largely 
thank a Colorado compa¬ 
ny for putting downward 
pressure on ticket and pass 
rates. Vail Resorts Inc. took 
over Canyons Resort at 
Park City and brought a 


of it. 

“The big story is Vail brought 
the EPIC pass to town. And 
we're seeing other resorts 
join forces,” Rafferty said. 
“That’s good for Utah ski¬ 
ers." 

Brighton and Solitude of¬ 
fered early-season buyers 
a joint Big Cottonwood 
Canyon pass for fhe first 
time this winter, and they 
made a connecting trail 
between resorts easier to 
navigate. In addition, Alta 
and Snowbird teamed 
up on a pass option with 
some neighbors over the 
Wasatch Ridge, Park City 
Mountain Resort and Deer 
Valley .□ 
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Contracts to buy American homes fall for 5th month 



In this November 2013 photo, a home is advertised for sale in Matthews, N.C. The National 
Association of Realtors reported negative data on the number of Americans who signed 
contracts to buy homes in October on Monday, Nov. 25, 2013. 


C. S. RUGABER 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

number of Americans who 
signed contracts to buy 


homes fell in October for 
the fifth straight month. 
Higher mortgage rates, 
price increases and the 
16-day partial government 


(AP Photo/Chuck Burton) 

shutdown held back sales. 
The National Association 
of Realtors said Monday 
that its seasonally adjust¬ 
ed pending home sales 


index dipped 0.6 percent 
to 102.1. That's the low¬ 
est level since December. 
September’s reading was 
revised slightly higher to 
102.7. There is generally a 
one- to two-month lag be¬ 
tween a signed contract 
and a completed sale. The 
drop suggests final sales will 
remain weak in the coming 
months. The Realtors group 
said the shutdown pre¬ 
vented the IRS from verify¬ 
ing incomes, a critical part 
of the mortgage-approval 
process. The group said 
that 17 percent of Realtors 
reported delays. 

Sales may rebound a bit 
in November as purchases 
delayed by the shutdown 
are completed. But sales 
are not expected to pick 
up much after that. 

A limited supply of homes 
has pushed up prices in the 
past year. Prices of existing 
homes jumped 12 percent 
in September from the pre¬ 
vious year, according to 


real estate data provider 
CoreLogic. Mortgage rates 
have eased but remain 
nearly a point higher than 
they were in the spring. The 
average rate on a 30-year 
mortgage fell to 4.22 per¬ 
cent last week from 4.35 
percent the week before. 
That's down from a peak 
in August of nearly 4.6 per¬ 
cent and still low by histori¬ 
cal standards. 

Last week, the Realtors said 
sales of existing homes fell 
3.2 percent in October to a 
seasonally adjusted annu¬ 
al rate of 5.12 million, down 
from a pace of 5.29 million 
in September and the slow¬ 
est since June. Sales at an 
annual rate of about 5.5 
million are consistent with 
a healthy market. 

Sales should rise about 10 
percent this year to 5.1 mil¬ 
lion compared with 2012, 
the Realtors group pre¬ 
dicts. But it expects sales 
will be roughly flat next 
year.Q 
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Japan, China in war of words over airspace 


MARI YAMAGUCHI 
Associated Press 
TOKYO (AP) — A war of 

words between Japan and 
China over a territorial dis¬ 
pute escalated Monday, 
with each country sum¬ 
moning the other’s ambas¬ 
sador and Japanese Prime 
Minister Shinzo Abe calling 
a newly declared Chinese 
maritime air defense zone 
dangerous and unenforce¬ 
able. 

A White House spokesman 
on Monday called the Chi¬ 
nese announcement over 
the weekend “unnecessar¬ 


currence and it is a very 
dangerous thing as well.” 
On Saturday, Beijing issued 
a map of the zone and a 
set of rules that say all air¬ 
craft must notify Chinese 
authorities and are sub¬ 
ject to emergency military 
measures if they do not 
identify themselves or obey 
Beijing’s orders. 

Abe said the measures 
one-sidedly impose rules 
set by the Chinese military 
on all flights in the zone, 
and violate the freedom 
to fly above open sea, a 
general principle under 


had a similar zone since the 
1960s. Later Monday, Jap¬ 
anese Vice Foreign Minister 
Akitaka Saiki summoned 
Chinese Ambassador 
Cheng Yonghua to protest 
the move in person, a day 
after Saiki's deputy pro¬ 
tested to China by phone. 
Cheng balked at Japan's 
complaint, refusing to re¬ 
tract the measures. 

“China believes it is the 
Japanese side that should 
withdraw its unreasonable 
demand,” Cheng told re¬ 
porters after meeting with 
Saiki. “But both of us should 



The tiny islands in the East China Sea, called Senkaku in Japanese and Diaoyu in Chinese are 
seen. The war of words between Japan and China over the territorial dispute escalated Monday, 
November 25, 2013. 

(AP Photo/Kyodo News) 


ily inflammatory.” 

Abe told a parliamentary 
session that the zone alters 
the state of affairs in the 
East China Sea and esca¬ 
lates a tense situation. 

“The measures by the Chi¬ 
nese side have no validity 
whatsoever for Japan, and 
we demand China revoke 
any measures that could 
infringe upon the freedom 
of flight in international air¬ 
space,” Abe said. “It can 
invite an unexpected oc¬ 


international law. He also 
slammed China for show¬ 
ing the disputed islands, 
called Senkaku in Japa¬ 
nese and Diaoyu in Chi¬ 
nese, as Chinese territory in 
the zone. 

Since taking office almost 
a year ago, Abe has been 
spearheading a move to 
step up Japan’s defense 
capability, citing threats 
from China’s growing mari¬ 
time and military presence 
in the region. Japan has 


try to take cautionary steps 
in order to prevent unantic¬ 
ipated occurrences.” 

In Beijing, Assistant Foreign 
Minister Zheng Zeguang 
met with Japanese Am¬ 
bassador Kitera Masato to 
complain. 

“The Japanese side is not 
entitled to make irrespon¬ 
sible remarks and malicious 
accusations against Chi¬ 
na,” he said, according to 
a Chinese Foreign Ministry 
statement. □ 


Clashes in eastern Libya kill 9 

DAVID D. KIRKPATRICK 
© 2013 New York Times 

CAIRO - Clashes between hard-line Islamists and a local 
military unit broke out across Benghazi on Monday, killing 
at least nine people and wounding dozens in the latest 
flare-up in a struggle for control of the city. 

The fighting pitted Ansar al-Shariah, a local hard-line Is¬ 
lamist group whose fighters were seen in the attack on 
the U.S. mission in Benghazi last fall, against an army unit 
known locally as “special forces," which defected from 
Moammar Gadhafi's camp at the start of the uprising 
against him. 

The melee followed the deaths of at least 43 people in 
Tripoli 10 days ago when out-of-town militiamen opened 
fire on civilians protesting their presence. 

And both battles come as rival regional and ideologi¬ 
cal factions across the country are flexing their muscles 
in preparation for Libya’s second attempt to elect a con¬ 
stitutional assembly that might lay the foundations for a 
new national government two years after the ouster of 
Gadhafi. 

The local authorities in Benghazi asked civilians to stay in 
their homes as the fighting continued into midday. Resi¬ 
dents circulated pictures on the Internet that appeared 
to show Ansar al-Shariah's headquarters in flames. 

Each side blamed the other for starting the violence but 
all acknowledged that the conflict had been building for 
more than a year. 

The most extreme of Benghazi’s several well-known Is¬ 
lamists militias, Ansar al-Shariah has rejected the transi¬ 
tional government as insufficiently theocratic and has 
maintained its own armed brigade outside government 
control. Its fighters retained control of a strategic check¬ 
point on the coastal road toward Tripoli, but also guarded 
a local hospital. 

And since some of its fighters were seen participating in 
the attack that killed Ambassador J. Christopher Stevens 
and three other Americans, the group has become a tar¬ 
get of special resentment and suspicion by non-Islamists 
across Benghazi. 

Before they defected, soldiers from the “special forces” 
helped carry out Gadhafi’s crackdowns on Libya’s Is¬ 
lamists, and a rivalry between the two factions has grown 
since his ouster. 

As residents’ resentment of Islamist militias has grown in 
the city, the “special forces" have sought to step forward 
and challenge the Islamists for control of the streets. 

In recent months, the two forces have appeared to fight 
each other through campaigns of assassinations and 
bombings. Benghazi residents have been caught in the 
cross-fire. 

The fighting in Tripoli that started on Nov. 15 was another 
flare-up of tensions among former rebel groups but with¬ 
out the same ideological divide. 

A cluster of militias from the coastal city of Misrata began 
shooting at civilian demonstrators demanding an end to 
militia dominance of Libya, killing dozens and wounding 
many more. In the aftermath, residents called for a three- 
day general strike to demand that Misratans and other 
militias withdraw from the city, and many appear to have 
complied .□ 
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Putin meets pope and Berlusconi on Rome visit 


NICOLE WINFIELD 
Associated Press 
VATICAN CITY (AP) — Rus¬ 
sian President Vladimir Pu¬ 
tin had a busy first day in 
Rome on Monday, going 
from the pope to a “Pussy 
Riot” protest to dinner at 
the palazzo of his old friend, 
Silvio Berlusconi. 

Putin showed off his reli¬ 
gious side during his visit 
to the Vatican, stopping 
to cross himself and kiss an 
icon of the Madonna that 
he gave Pope Francis. But 
Moscow’s improving rela¬ 
tions with the Vatican only 
went so far: Putin didn’t in¬ 
vite Francis to visit. 

After the 35 minute audi¬ 
ence, Putin went across 
town to pay a courtesy call 
on Italian President Giorgio 
Napolitano. A few dozen 
people protesting Russia's 
detention of fwo members 
of fhe punk band “Pussy 


Riot” tried to block his mo¬ 
torcade, toting posters 
reading: “We spit on Putin." 
He managed to get 
through, and then arrived 
at Berlusconi's Palazzo 
Grazioli. 

Berlusconi promised a 
fully Italian dinner for Pu¬ 
tin, whom the three-time 
Italian premier has enter¬ 
tained before at his Sardin¬ 
ian estate. The reunion was 
sure to buoy Berlsuconi's 
spirits: The Italian Senate is 
due to vote Wednesday on 
whether to kick him out of 
Parliament following his tax 
fraud conviction. 

It remains unclear whether 
Berlusconi will show his old 
friend the “Putin bed,” in¬ 
side the palazzo. The Rus¬ 
sian leader gave the bed 
to Berlusconi; it gained no¬ 
toriety when escort Patrizia 
D'Addario tape-recorded 
Berlusconi instructing her 


Prosecutor argues to reinstate 
Amanda Knox guilty verdict 


COLLEEN BARRY 
Associated Press 
FLORENCE, Italy (AP) — The 

prosecutor seeking to re¬ 
instate the conviction of 
Amanda Knox for the mur¬ 
der of her roommate urged 
an appeals court on Mon¬ 
day not to repeat mistakes 
he says were made by the 
court that freed her. 
Prosecutor Alessandro 
Crini said Italy’s highest 
court had “razed to the 
ground” the Perugia ap¬ 
pellate court's 2011 deci¬ 
sion to throw out the guilty 
verdicts. 

The high court ordered a 
fresh appeals trial, this time 
in Florence, saying the ear¬ 
lier appeals decision was 
full of contradictions. 

Knox and Sollecito were 
convicted in 2009 of killing 
Meredith Kercher, Knox's 
21-year-old British room¬ 


mate, who was found with 
her throat slit in her bed¬ 
room in 2007. They were 
sentenced to 26 years and 
25 years in jail, respectively. 
After being freed in 2011, 
Knox returned to the United 
States and has not returned 
to Italy for the current trial. 
Knox and Sollecito denied 
any involvement in the kill¬ 
ing, saying they weren’t in 
the apartment at the time 
and had no motive. 

A third defendant. Ivory 
Coast-born Rudy Guede, 
was convicted in a sepa¬ 
rate trial of sexually assault¬ 
ing and stabbing Kercher. 
His 16-year sentence, re¬ 
duced in appeal from 30 
years, was upheld by Ita¬ 
ly’s highest court in 2010. 
Prosecutors have argued 
that the murder was car¬ 
ried out by more than one 
person. □ 



Pope Francis and Russian President Vladimir Putin, left, shake 
hands for the media on the occasion of their private audience 
at the Vatican, Monday, Nov. 25, 2013. Putin and Francis met 
privately for 35 minutes Monday evening in the pope’s private 
library. 

(AP Photo/Claudio Peri, Pool) 


to wait for him in it while he 
showered during a night 
they spent together in 2008. 
During his audience with 
Francis, Putin thanked the 
pope for his September 
letter to the Group of 20 
meeting in St. Petersburg, 
in which Francis urged 
world leaders to abandon 
the “futile pursuit” of a mili¬ 
tary solution in Syria and 
lamented what he said 
were one-sided interests 
that had prevented a dip¬ 
lomatic end to the conflict. 
Francis mobilized hundreds 
of thousands of people 
around the globe to par¬ 
ticipate in a daylong fast 
and prayer for peace, as 
the U.S. threatened military 
strikes following an Aug. 21 
chemical weapons attack 
near DamascusO 
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Dubai world Expo bid stirs worry of second bubble 


AYA BATRAWY 
Associated Press 
DUBAI, United Arab Emir¬ 
ates (AP) — Climb Mount 
Kilimanjaro, Africa’s high¬ 
est peak, and you might 
spot an unusual banner: A 
flag placed by six climbers 
emblazoned with the logo 
of Dubai’s bid to host a 
World’s fair in 2020. 

In Dubai, the logo is also 
plastered on police cars, 
convenience store bags, 
storefronts, taxis, receipts, 
government buildings and 
even on new resident visa 
forms. Countdowns to 
Wednesday’s decision of 
who will host Expo 2020 also 
appear on one of Dubai's 
main highways and in one 
of its main English-language 
daily newspaper. 

Dubai’s rulers say their fu¬ 
turistic city of skyscrapers 
is ideal to host the event. 
But their well-oiled public- 
relations campaign belies 
a worry among many in 
the United Arab Emirates 
city that increased build¬ 
ing and real-estate specu¬ 
lation driven by the event 
could put it on the cusp of 
another financial crisis. 
“People are betting on 
what’s to come rather than 
what’s really here,” said 
Faris Mansour, director of 
Mubadala Pramerica Real 
Estate Investors. He spoke 
on a panel at a recent real 
estate conference during 
a discussion on whether 
Dubai was in recovery or 
not. 

While the World’s fair no 
longer holds the popular¬ 
ity of other global events 
like the Olympics or World 
Cup, it remains a chance 
for millions of people from 
around the world to discuss 
and see the business of the 
future. Dubai is competing 
with Yekaterinburg in Rus¬ 
sia, Izmir in Turkey and Sao 
Paulo to host Expo 2020. 
Dubai’s rulers say the city 
of 2.2 million people — 


most of them foreigners 
— is a perfect fit to host 
the exhibition. It is home 
to the world’s tallest build¬ 
ing, the Burj Khalifa, one of 
the world’s largest malls, a 
man-made island shaped 
like a palm tree and an in¬ 
door ski slope. 

A spending spree is already 
underway in Dubai for the 
expo — even before offi¬ 
cials announce this week 
which city will host it. Au¬ 
thorities say they will build 
an entirely new city with a 


university around the exhi¬ 
bition pavilion that would 
host the expo in what is 
now still a desert near the 
Jebel Ali seaport, one of 
the world’s busiest. That’s 
where the Emirates is build¬ 
ing what it hopes will be the 
world’s biggest airport. 

The city’s logo for the expo, 
an interconnected, geo¬ 
metrical Arabesque de¬ 
sign, also mirrors how its 
leaders see Dubai: as a 
geographical link between 
Europe and Asia. 


“We are ready to host the 
world in 2020 and we are 
fully capable of organizing 
the best event ever in the 
history of this global gather¬ 
ing,” Dubai ruler Sheik Mo¬ 
hammed bin Rashid wrote 
on his Twitter page last 
month. 

Despite the Dubai expo's 
planned theme of sustain¬ 
ability, not all World’s fairs 
have been profitable. The 
last world expo in Shanghai 
in 2010 was a success that 
showcased China's rise as 


a modern industrial pow¬ 
er. However, the Hanover, 
Germany, fair in 2000 drew 
far fewer visitors than ex¬ 
pected and lost an esti¬ 
mated $1 billion. 

Dubai estimates a success¬ 
ful Expo 2020 bid will gen¬ 
erate $23 billion between 
2015 and 2021, or 24 per¬ 
cent of the city’s gross do¬ 
mestic product. They say 
total financing will cost $8.4 
billion. They believe some 
17.5 million visitors from out¬ 
side the Emirates will come 


to Dubai for the six-month- 
long event. 

Since the United Arab Emir¬ 
ates’ unification 42 years 
ago, Dubai has evolved 
from a desolate corner of 
the Arabian Peninsula into 
a global hub for business. Its 
residential property boom 
over the years has been a 
magnet for the world’s su¬ 
per rich. Recent investors 
include Syrian, Libyan and 
Egyptian millionaires wait¬ 
ing out unrest back home. 
Regional instability com¬ 


bined with efforts to re¬ 
bound from fhe financial 
crisis have resulted in soar¬ 
ing Dubai property rates, up 
by around 20 percent since 
last year — the world’s larg¬ 
est year-on-year average 
price increase. In some 
neighborhoods, rents sky¬ 
rocketed by more than 40 
percent. 

Lurking beneath Dubai’s 
massive push are fears it is 
headed toward another 
real estate bubble whether 
it wins the bid or not.Q 


People flee, 
are deported 
to Haiti after 
border killings 

EVENS SANON 
TRENTON DANIEL 
Associated Press 
PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti 
(AP) — More than 100 ad¬ 
ditional people have either 
been deported to Haiti or 
left on their own accord 
from neighboring Domini¬ 
can Republic after an el¬ 
derly Dominican couple 
was killed, authorities and 
a spokesman for a migrant 
advocacy group said 
Monday. The number of 
Haitians and people of Hai¬ 
tian descent who’ve been 
expelled or volunteered to 
leave has reached at least 
350, said Lolo Sterne, co¬ 
ordinator for Haiti's Office 
of Migration. Authorities 
had reported a total of 252 
people expelled as of Sun¬ 
day. Migrant advocates 
have reported slightly high¬ 
er numbers. The expulsions 
and voluntary departures 
follow violence that en¬ 
gulfed the town of Neiba 
in the southwestern corner 
of the Dominican Repub¬ 
lic. The couple was slain 
last week during an ap¬ 
parent burglary near the 
border between the two 
countries and a Dominican 
mob retaliated by killing a 
Haitian man. Migrant ad¬ 
vocates say many of the 
deported people first went 
to a police station seeking 
refuge, and that some of 
them volunteered to leave 
the country because they 
feared being victims of 
mob violence.Dominican 
police issued a statement 
saying the people weren't 
expelled from the country, 
but rather went to the po¬ 
lice station because they 
feared reprisals and asked 
authorities to escort them 
to the border so they could 
cross it themselvesO 



In this November, 2013 photo, vehicles pass by a tower with a sign that reads, “Keep Calm, No 
Bubble,” at the Marina district in Dubai, United Arab Emirates. The logo for Dubai's bid to host the 
Expo 2020 reflects a push by the city's leaders to avert another financial crisis like the one that 
brought the city to its knees in 2008. Dubai saw property values slashed by more than half and the 
city's government needed a $10 billion bailout from oil-rich neighbor Abu Dhabi in 2009. 

(AP Photo/Kamran Jebreili) 
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Brazilians wary 
over renewed mass 
beach robberies 


JENNY BARCHFIELD 

Associated Press 

RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) — 

With the tropical sun blaz¬ 
ing from a near cloudless 
sky and waves lapping at 
golden sand, it seemed 
like a perfect day at the 
beach in Rio de Janeiro. 
Then dozens of maraud¬ 
ing youths descended en 
masse, snatching beach 
bags and cellphones, rip¬ 
ping gold chains from 
necks and setting off sandy 
stampedes by panicked 
beachgoers. 

Such mass beach robber¬ 
ies were once a hair-rais- 
ingly frequent occurrence, 
but they had largely disap¬ 
peared in recent years as 
this notoriously dangerous 
city got markedly safer — a 
trend credited to a gallop¬ 
ing economy and police 
operations that wrested 
control of more than 200 
“favela” hillside slums from 
the drug-dealing gangs 
that controlled them. 

But the “arrastoes," or “big 
drags” as they’re known in 
Portuguese, are back, and 
the gang raids on Nov. 
15 and 20 spread alarm 
through a city gearing up 
to host soccer’s World Cup 
in just over six months and 
the Summer Olympics in 
2016. 

“What's happening in 
Rio today represents a 
power play,” wrote Mer- 


val Pereira, a columnist 
for the Rio’s newspaper O 
Globo. “Since the police’s 
pacification program was 
put into place, the ban¬ 
dits have been losing con¬ 
trol over large swaths of 
the territory in which they 
used to act. and are look¬ 
ing to take back what was 
theirs." 

Police initially dismissed the 
incidents as stampedes 
caused by fights, but later 
acknowledged they were 
mass robberies. Officials 
announced they will step 
up weekend beach pa¬ 
trols and set up mobile po¬ 
lice posts to make it easier 
for victims to report crimes. 
Local newspapers have 
reported that 15 peo¬ 
ple, most of them minors, 
were detained following 
Wednesday’s incident on 
Arpoador beach, which 
saw repeated stampedes 
as swarms of young people 
swooped down on bath¬ 
ers and the police gave 
chase. Globo television 
network broadcast images 
of officers chasing shirtless 
youths across streets and 
stones being hurled at of¬ 
ficers as they processed 
those detained. 

“People were running 
all over the place, and I 
didn't know where to go 
for safety,” said Luana San¬ 
tos, a 24-year-old vender 
of bottled water. “I was 
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In this Nov. 20, 2013 photo, municipal guards chase a gang of thieves that robbed bags and 
wallets from beachgoers on Arpoador beach in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. Gang raids known 
as “arrastoes,” or “big drags” in Portuguese, spread alarm through a city gearing up to host 
soccer’s World Cup in just over six months and the Summer Olympics in 2016. 

(AP Photo/Marcelo Carnaval, Agenda o Globo) 


really panicked and really 
frightened. I hope this is 
not going to keep on hap¬ 
pening.” Rio state Security 
Secretary Jose Beltrame 
told CBN radio these were 
the first instances of mass 
beachside robberies in Rio 
in seven years and said 
two of those detained on 
Wednesday were minors. 
Ezequiel Soliva de An¬ 
drade, a 39-year-old wait¬ 


er at a bar on the board¬ 
walk on Arpoador, said he 
holds little hope the extra 
policing will do much to 
stop the crime. 

“Every time the sun comes 
out, there are tons of rob¬ 
beries," Andrade said, 
adding that the problem 
has gotten much worse 
over the past three months. 
“These guys don’t care 
whether there are cops 


there are not. They just take 
off running and there are 
so many of them going in 
all different directions that 
they’re rarely caught.” 
Andrade rattled off a long 
list of muggings and other 
attacks on beachgoers 
and neighborhood resi¬ 
dents that he’s witnessed 
over the past few months. 
He said the crime wave is 
scaring people awayO 
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European Union, Russia face off before summit 


RAF CASERT 
Associated Press 
LANAKEN, Belgium (AP) — 

Little over two decades 
ago, Moscow ruled Lithu¬ 
ania with an iron fist. Now, 
the Baltic nation holds the 
presidency of the Europe¬ 
an Union. 

It symbolizes a breathtak¬ 
ing change in Europe’s po¬ 
litical landscape, in which 
nations once thought to be 
eternally in the Soviet thrall 
have become free, vibrant 
EU nations. This week, Lithu¬ 
ania hosts a summit hoping 
to seal an economic co¬ 
operation pact that would 
weaken Russia's grip over 
eastern Europe even more. 
But Moscow isn't giving 
up authority over its for¬ 
mer backyard without a 
fight. And the contrasting 
dramas playing out with¬ 
in Ukraine, Moldova and 
Georgia — the three na¬ 
tions involved in the asso¬ 
ciation deal with the EU — 
indicate just how hard the 
Kremlin plays this power 
game. 

Moscow has been issuing 
threats of economic pun¬ 
ishment to keep the three 
nations within its sphere 
of influence. The results 
are mixed: Moldova and 
Georgia plan to go ahead 
with the agreement, while 
Ukraine stunned many of its 
own people last week by 
pulling out. 

The stakes are high, with 
the economic and politi¬ 
cal future of some 55 mil¬ 
lion people — 46 million in 
Ukraine alone — hanging 
in the balance. 

For the countries at the 
tipping point, the plans 
to embrace the West in a 
pact that could eventu¬ 
ally open the way to EU 
membership is producing 
political foment rarely seen 
since they became inde¬ 
pendent from the Soviet 
Union in 1991. 

While the opportunities 
are great, Russia wastes 
no chance to speak of the 
dangers of crossing Mos¬ 
cow. 

“Each country can of 
course develop those rela¬ 
tions — but without forget¬ 
ting the implications,” Rus¬ 
sia's Deputy Prime Minister 
Dmitry Rogozin warned 
ominously. Ukraine showed 


a keen awareness of such 
implications this past Thurs¬ 
day, when it abruptly 
backed out of the partner¬ 
ship deal in a move widely 
seen as submission to Mos¬ 
cow's will. 

That unleashed a dem¬ 
onstration of some 50,000 
in the center of Kiev on 
Sunday demanding that 
Ukraine’s government go 
forward with plans to seal 


the agreement. But on 
Monday, it looked like Mos¬ 
cow had won the fight — 
with Ukraine appearing to 
stick by its decision to pull 
out. 

In Moldova, some 15,000 
rallied against closer EU 
ties over the weekend with 
some waving Communist- 
era flags. But — while a 
substantial force — the 
pro-Russia camp appears 
to be a minority: Three 
weeks ago, some 100,000 
people demonstrated in 
favor of EU relations. 

For months now, Swedish 
Foreign Minister Carl Bildt 
has spoken of “brutal Rus¬ 
sian pressure ... of the sort 
that we have not seen 
in Europe for a very long 
time." 

“This is economic warfare,” 
Bildt said, adding the Rus¬ 


sians “have been threaten¬ 
ing Moldova with both cut 
offs in gas supplies as well 
as cut-offs in wine exports.” 
As a result, Philippe Van 
Houtvin was swirling the 
stuff of geopolitics in his 
wine glass when, at this au¬ 
tumn’s Lanaken Winefair, 
he sought to entice buyers 
with a 2004 Amaro de la 
valea Perjei, a heady red 
Moldovan vintage. 


It used to be that Moldo¬ 
van wines were the toast of 
czars and members of the 
Soviet elite alike. But, like 
its vintners, the landlocked 
nation of 3.6 million people 
is now looking west. 
“Moldova is willing to go 
more toward Europe. Their 
export of wines in general 
has increased and it is in¬ 
creasing every day," said 
Van Floutvin, marketing 
director of the Moldovino 
wine dealership in Belgium. 
In a move that was seen 
by many as Russian bully¬ 
ing, Moscow in September 
banned Moldovan wine, 
claiming it did not meet 
quality standards. The 
28-nation EU has no such 
health concerns, and, in 
an immediate tit-for-tat, 
further opened its market 
of a half-billion consumers 


to Moldovan vineyards. 

The Asconi winery from Pu- 
hai, just outside Moldova’s 
capital of Chisinau, was 
hit by an earlier 2006 Rus¬ 
sian ban — this one also 
for alleged poor quality. 
Moldova claimed that pro¬ 
hibition, too, was politically 
motivated, since it came in 
the wake of new customs 
rules affecting a pro-Rus- 
sian separatist province in 


Moldova. Asconi reacted 
by starting to look for new 
export markets. 

“The political risk for us, as 
a small company, became 
too big,” said Asconi man¬ 
ager Andrei Sarbu. “It was 
too risky to base such a 
large percentage of ex¬ 
ports on only one market," 
the Russian. “We no lon¬ 
ger work with them since 
2008.” 

“The European market is 
much more stable,” he 
said. 

Brandishing bans and 
embargoes could also 
work against Russia in the 
long run. Just ask Geor¬ 
gia, which has also had to 
grapple with Russian wine 
bans, trade threats and 
even a war in his brief his¬ 
tory since independence. 
“We showed that we can 


survive without the Russian 
market,” Georgian Foreign 
Minister Maia Panjikidze 
said in an interview with 
The Associated Press. “In 
the last seven years, we 
did not have this access 
and the Georgian econo¬ 
my did not collapse." 

Yet Russia has also made 
clear it has control over 
the natural gas pipelines 
that supply Moldova and 


Ukraine. Rogozin, the Rus¬ 
sian deputy prime minister, 
has warned that if Chisinau 
initials the cooperation 
agreement with the EU, it 
may no longer get all the 
Russian gas it wants in win¬ 
ter. “Russia is not really in¬ 
terested in having normal, 
equal relationship with 
neighboring countries," 
said Panjikidze, especially 
when they are as small as 
Georgia, with 4.5 million 
people, or Moldova. 
Proponents of the deal say 
it should pay dividends. 
“The impact of the (Vilnius) 
agreement on Moldovan 
GDP will be worth one year 
of growth,” said Georg 
Zachmann, a research fel¬ 
low at Bruegel think tank. 
“That is because it is easier 
for Moldova to export to 
the EU.”Q 



A worker at the Cricova winery loads sparkling wine bottles in the production facility, outside of Chisinau, Moldova. 

(AP Photo/John McConnico) 












A Royal Visit to the Radisson Aruba Resort Casino & Spa 





PALM BEACH - The Dutch 
royals, His Excellency King 
Willem Alexander and 
Queen Maxima visited Aru¬ 
ba last week. It was an of¬ 
ficial visit and fhe first one 
since the king and queen's 
inauguration at the end of 
April 2013, when Queen 
Beatrix of the Netherlands 
abdicated in favor of her 
son Crown Prince Willem- 
Alexander, who became 
fhe King wifh his wife Prin¬ 
cess Maxima by his side 





as Queen consorf. 

The royals visited Aruba be¬ 
fore, as Crown Prince and 
Princess, and even stayed 
at the Radisson Aruba 
Resort Casino & Spa, their 
home away from home, 
on a number of previous 
official occasions. 

On their current visit, while 
they did not stay at the re¬ 
sort, they still held a recep¬ 


tion in its ballroom for The 
Oranje Fonds, fhe largest 
national Dutch fund in the 
social field, which annually 
spends millions on more 
than 7,000 social initiatives 
in the Dutch Caribbean 
and in the Netherlands. 
The Orange Fund which 
aims to promote involve¬ 
ment in society met with 
the royals in the Grand Ca¬ 
ribbean Ballroom, reports 
Fransisca van Esta Tjallingii, 
Senior Catering and Con¬ 
vention Services Manager. 
Our pictures depict the 
arrival of the royals at the 
resort. They were warmly 
greeted in the lobby by 
resort executives and Gen¬ 
eral Manager Mark Lyttle- 
ton-Frances and Queen 
Maxima was presented 
with flowers. □ 










































TUESDAY 26 NOVEMBER 


MLOCAL 



Attractive Rates * Free Pick-Up 
Fast & Friendly Service 
Free Road Map 
Call us for FREE Pick-Up: 

583-02 



ONE VS THIRTY: 

Countdown for the 5K GM's Charity Challenge Run has begun! 



PALM BEACH - In June this 
year, the Radisson Aru¬ 
ba Resort, Casino & Spa 
launched a series of 5K 
GM’s Challenge Runs in or¬ 
der to motivate the hotel 
staff to be healthier and 
more conscious of their 
eating habits and their 
physical condition. 

General Manager Mark 
Lyttleton Frances, who is 
100 % committed to the 
well-being of his staff mem¬ 
bers, reports he was over¬ 
weight in the past but self- 
discipline, healthy eating 
habits and regular exercise 
helped him achieve a lean¬ 
er body frame and optimal 
physical condition. Deter¬ 
mined to inspire his staff 
to do the same he started 
planning moderately-chal¬ 
lenging 5K routes, for resort 
employees. 

The 5K GM’s challenge 
initiative started small, 
but the interest grew and 
more people started train¬ 


ing with the goal to defeat 
the GM at his own 5K GM's 
Challenge Runs. 

A total of three previous 


GM’s Challenge Runs al¬ 
ready took place in June, 
August and October, and 
up to this moment GM 


Mark Lyttleton Frances 
remains the undefeated 
champion. 

On December 14th, 2013, 
this might change as the 
fourth 5K GM’s challenge 
will be run, the last one for 
this year, requiring a small 
contribution for the win¬ 
ner's Charity Foundation 
of choice. Each partici¬ 
pant will contribute a small 
amount of money, and if 
the GM is defeated, he will 
pay the complete amount 
to the winner’s Charity 
Foundation of choice and 
all participants will receive 
their money back. 

To mark the occasion as 
special, participants will 
be wearing uniform shirts 
and shorts, pictured here, 
which were created by 
the challenger, GM Mark 
Lyttleton Frances. 

The decisive, last run will 
take place on December 
14th at 5pm, leaving from 
the Radisson Aruba Resort, 
Casino & Spa towards Ea¬ 
gle Beach and La Cabana 
Beach Resort & Casino, 
then back. 

Incidentally, after see¬ 
ing the positive reaction 
and interest among em¬ 
ployees, motivated and 


inspired in the direction of 
health awareness, the re¬ 
sort decided to make the 
5K GM’s Charity Challenge 
an international event, in¬ 
viting all General Manag¬ 
ers of Radisson & Country 
Inn managed & owned 
hotels to start their own 
challenge runs in 2014, and 
dispatch their winners to 
Aruba, to participate in the 
last run taking place here, 
in December 2014. 

The resort here will provide 
accommodations for the 
participant and also pitch 
in for the participant’s 
meals during his/her stay, 
explain Lourdes Gietel 
Geerman, Executive As¬ 
sistant Manager, and the 
resort will also have a spe¬ 
cial package in place for 
all employees, families and 
friends that would like to 
travel together with the in¬ 
ternational hotel represen¬ 
tative, to cheer him/her on 
during the event. 

With thirty participants rac¬ 
ing against the General 
Manager, this promises to 
be a very interesting race. 
The Countdown for the 5K 
GM's Charity Challenge 
Run, on December 14th, 
has begunO 
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Cafe the Plaza is teeing up their 20th annual Golf Tournament! 



WEST PUNT - Golfers have been 
looking forward fo it the entire 
year, but now the time is here: the 
Plaza Golf Open 2013, this year its 
wearing the name: Hans Nooter 
Memorial Tournament, is ready 
for lift-off. Held on Saturday, No¬ 
vember 30, this fun golf event will 
see its shotgun start at 1 pm at the 
fantastic Tierra del Sol golf course. 
The format is a two-men scramble 
and the expectation is that be¬ 
tween 40 and 50 teams will regis¬ 
ter. "This is a tournament without 
any big prizes, it is all about hav¬ 
ing fun,” tell the long-time par¬ 
ticipants, all regulars of Cafe the 
Plaza in the Renaissance Market¬ 
place. 

After playing 18 holes, the tired 
golfers are expected back at 
Cafe the Plaza for a few reviv¬ 
ing drinks and a bite to eat. They 
can expect an excellent buffet 
complete with a salad bar before 
the prizes are handed out. Prizes 
will be given out to the best three 
teams, for the Longest Drive and 
Closest to the Pin winners. 
Registration for the tournament 
is possible at Tierra del Sol at 
586-7800 with golf pro Adam 
Williams.O 
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Chicago Bulls star Derrick Rose out for season 


ANDREW SELIGMAN 
AP Sports Writer 
CHICAGO (AP) — Chicago 
Bulls star Derrick Rose is out 
for the remainder of the 
season. 

The team said that Rose 
had successful surgery 
Monday morning in Chica¬ 
go to repair a torn medial 
meniscus in his right knee. 
He was hurt Friday night at 
Portland. 

The 2011 NBA MVP missed 
all of last season after tear¬ 
ing the anterior cruciate 
ligament in his left knee 
in Chicago's 2012 playoff 
opener against Philadel¬ 
phia. He has played in just 
50 NBA games — 49 in the 
regular season and that 
lone playoff game — since 
the Bulls’ run to the Eastern 
Conference finals during 
his MVP season. 

The latest injury occurred 
in the third quarter against 
the Trail Blazers. 

He lost his footing while try¬ 
ing to change direction 
to get back on defense 
when Nicolas Batum stole 
a pass from Joakim Noah 
and started the other way. 
Rose limped across the 
court and couldn’t put 
any weight on his knee. 
After the Blazers scored, 
he came out of the game 



In this Friday, Nov. 22, 2013 file photo, Chicago Bulls guard Der¬ 
rick Rose is shown during the second half of an NBA basketball 
game against the Portland Trail Blazers in Portland, Ore. 

Associated Press 


during a timeout. 

It didn't appear there was 
any contact on the play. 
Rose was unable to return 
and was on crutches after¬ 
ward. 

With Rose back, the Bulls 
were expected to chal¬ 
lenge LeBron James and 
the Miami Heat for suprem¬ 
acy in the Eastern Confer¬ 
ence and contend for their 
first championship since the 
Michael Jordan-Scottie Pip- 
pen era. Instead, they’re in 
a familiar spot — trying to 
get by without their corner¬ 
stone player. 

“We, of course, feel very 
badly for Derrick. He’s in 
good spirits, about as well 
as can be expected under 
the circumstances, and 
he’s already thinking about 
his rehab,” coach Tom 
Thibodeau said Sunday, be¬ 
fore the team announced 
their star was gone for the 
season. “Typical Derrick. 
He’s concerned about his 
team, his teammates." 

The top-seeded Bulls 
bowed out in the first round 
of the playoffs in 2012 
against Philadelphia after 
Rose went down and fell 
into a season-long hold¬ 
ing pattern without him last 
year, waiting for a return 
that didn’t happen. 


His recovery took on a cir¬ 
cus-like feel. Fans saw him 
shooting and dunking be¬ 
fore games last season and 
wondered why he wasn't 
playing, particularly as the 
Bulls fought through inju¬ 
ries and illnesses down the 
stretch. Adidas released 
videos documenting his 
progress, but Rose mostly 
stayed in the background, 
saying little about his re¬ 
covery. That changed mid¬ 
way through the season. 
There was also speculation 
that Rose's camp was ad¬ 
vising him to sit out last sea¬ 
son and that there was a rift 
with the organization, par¬ 
ticularly after older brother 
Reggie Rose ripped man¬ 
agement for standing pat 
at the trade deadline. But 
Derrick Rose denied that. 
All of that faded into the 
background with Rose 
back this season — and in¬ 
sisting he could regain his 
MVP form. 

He was off to an up-and- 
down start. He was aver¬ 
aging 15.9 points and was 
shooting just over 35 per¬ 
cent. 

He was looking a little bet¬ 
ter in his last two games, 
with 19 points in a loss at 
Denver and 20 against 
Portland. □ 



The net falls on Nashville Predators goalie Marek Mazanec (39), 
of the Czech Republic, as Predators defenseman Seth Jones (3) 
checks Phoenix Coyotes center Martin Hanzal, of the Czech Re¬ 
public, in the first period of an NHL hockey game Monday, Nov. 
25, 2013, in Nashville, Tenn. 

Associated Press 


Gustavsson, Red Wings 
beat Sabres 3-1 


BUFFALO, New York (AP) — 

Jonas Gustavsson made 21 
saves, including a stop on 
Steve Ott’s penalty shot, as 
the Detroit Red Wings sent 
the Buffalo Sabres to their 
fourth straight loss, 3-1 on 
Sunday. 

Johan Franzen, Daniel Al- 
fredsson and Darren Helm 
scored for the Red Wings. 
Henrik Zetterberg had an 
assist for his 700th career 


point. 

Cody Hodgson scored Buf¬ 
falo’s only goal. The Sabres 
are winless since a victory 
in interim head coach Ted 
Nolan’s first game on Nov. 
15. 

Carolina 4, Ottawa 1 
Ryan Miller made 32 saves 
for the Sabres. 

Carolina’s Eric Staal had a 
goal and two assists as the 
Hurricanes beat the Otta¬ 


wa Senators 4-1. 

Jason Spezza gave Ot¬ 
tawa the lead 1:07 in with 
his 10th goal of the season, 
but Carolina scored three 
times in the second period. 
Cam Ward stopped 35 
shots for the Hurricanes, 
and Patrick Dwyer, Tuomo 
Ruutu and rookie Elias Lind- 
holm each scored. Staal 
scored an empty-net goal 
with 2:29 left.Q 
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Saskatchewan beats Hamilton 45-23 in Grey Cup 



Saskatchewan Roughriders quarterback Darian Durant hoists the 
Grey Cup after beating the Hamilton Tiger-Cats in the Grey Cup 
football game Sunday, Nov. 24, 2013 in Regina, Saskatchewan. 

Associated Press 


REGINA, Saskatchewan 
(AP) — Kory Sheets ran for 
a record 197 yards and two 
touchdowns to leading the 
Saskatchewan Roughriders 
over the Hamilton Tiger- 
Cats 45-23 Sunday night 
in the Canadian Football 
League's 101st Grey Cup 
championship game. 
Sheets, who briefly played 
for the Miami Dolphins and 
Carolina Panthers, broke 
the Canadian Football 
League championship 
game rushing mark of 
169 yards set in 1956 by 
Edmonton’s Johnny Bright. 
Sheets was especially 
impressive in the first half. 
The former Purdue star ran 
for 128 yards and a TD in 
leading Saskatchewan to a 
31-6 advantage, and was 
picked as the game’s Most 
Valuable Player. 

“The one thing that led us to 
a dominant performance 
was that the fans were 
unreal," Roughriders coach 
Corey Chamblin said. “It 
was unreal. From pregame 


warmup I knew it was going 
to be tough for those guys. 
I looked at them and said 
‘I wouldn’t want to be in 
your shoes.’ I mean, it was 
ridiculous. The whole thing 
was green.” 

Sheets agreed. 

“I said it before the game 
started, this is not a neutral 
crowd,” he said. “The fans 
are going to be in here 
knocking and rocking and 
they proved it.” 

Darian Durant threw three 
touchdown passes as 
Saskatchewan won its 
fourth Grey Cup and first 
since 2007. Geroy Simon 
caught two of the TD tosses. 
Saskatchewan's Chris 
Getzlaf was chosen as the 
game's top Canadian. His 
brother, NHL star Ryan, is 
captain of the Anaheim 
Ducks. 

Quarterback Henry Burris, 
who rallied Hamilton from 
a 24-10 deficit to beat 
Toronto 36-24 in the East 
final, ran for an 18-yard TD 
that helped the Ticats pull 


within 31-16. Sheets ran 5 
yards for a score with just 
over five minutes remaining 
to keep Saskatchewan in 
control. 

“Everything, the pass, the 
run, protection was great, 
the defense was great,” 
Sheets said. “Special teams 
was great. It was just our 
night.” 

Hamilton was trying to win 
the CFL title for the first time 
since 1999, but quickly fell 
behind 

Sheets and Jock Sanders 
ran for TDs before Durant, 
a former North Carolina 
standout, hit Simon on a 42- 
yard scoring strike with 1:46 
left in the second quarter. 
Saskatchewan set a Grey 
Cup record for most first- 
half points despite three 
fumbles by Durant. 

Actor Tom Hanks and 
comedian Martin Short 
were in the crowd on a 
chilly day with brisk winds. 

It was a disappointing end 
for Hamilton. Burris, Andy 
Fantuz and coach Kent 


Austin were all former Riders 
looking to lead Hamilton to 
its first Grey Cup win since 
1999. 

“We didn’t make enough 
plays, period,” Austin 
said. “We played a better 
football team today. 
They were just better 
than we were. They were 
more physical, they were 


stronger. We didn't make 
near as many plays as we 
could have, missed too 
many throws, dropped 
too many balls on offence 
which killed a lof of our 
drives. They converted 
a lot of second downs, 
especially in the first half. 
We just dug too deep of a 
hole."Q 


Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 

Motto at Driftwood Restaurant: “from the pier to your plate!” 



ORANJESTAD - The down¬ 
town marina is home of Drift¬ 
wood Fishing Charters, the 
successful fisherman of the 
established seafood restau¬ 
rant Driftwood in Oranjestad. 
Driftwood owner Herby 


Merryweater has a love and 
passion for fishing. 

A fisherman who knows about fish, 
what our local waters have to offer, 
and what the words :fresh seafood” 
really mean. 

What Herby catches will be served 
in his restaurant on the same day. 
Herby loves to share his fishing 
passion with the many visitors to 
the island. His fleet of a 35ft. Twin 
Engine Bertram yacht and a 50ft. 
Twin Engine Post yacht, 
appropriately called “Driftwood I 
and II, is available for charters on 
12 noon and from 1pm to 5pm. 




Winners of Inti. LUHRS Marina Group Blue Marlin Release Tournament 2009 


Catch your own dinner 

A charter includes: captain, mate 
all fishing equipment, bait, sodas 
and bottled water. On a full day 
charter sandwiches and snacks are 
also included. 

You can call Herby directly at (297) 
592 4040 or go to www.drftwooda- 
ruba.com 

Driftwood Restaurant. This 
authentic Aruban seafood restau¬ 
rant is located in characteristic 
downtown Oranjestad. Their 


extended menu has been jubled by 
many. Driftwood offers daily spe¬ 
cials, as well as a delicious 4-course 
menu for just $25.95 Charter deep 
sea fishing rates: $400 - 1/2 day • 
$760 - full day. Rates per boat Max. 
6 people. Driftwood Restaurant 
Authentic Aruban Seafood Res¬ 
taurant; Klipstraat #12, Downtown 
Oranjestad. Tel: (297) 583 2515 
www. d riftwood a ru ba. com 
Open hours: every day, from 5pm till 
10:30pm. Sunday Closed. 
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NFL Capsules 

Gostkowski FG gives Pats 34-31 OT win over Broncos 



New England Patriots wide receiver Julian Edelman (11) scores a against touchdown Denver 
Broncos strong safety Mike Adams (20) and defensive end Shaun Phillips (90) in the fourth quarter 
of an NFL football game Sunday, Nov. 24, 2013, in Foxborough, Mass. 

Associated Press 


The Associated Press 
FOXBOROUGH, Massachu¬ 
setts (AP) — Stephen Gos¬ 
tkowski kicked a 31-yard 
field goal for New England 
after a misplayed punt re¬ 
turn by Denver, lifting the 
Patriots to a 34-31 overtime 
victory over the Broncos on 
Sunday. 

Denver's Tony Carter ran 
into Ryan Allen’s punt af¬ 
ter it landed and Nate 
Ebner recovered for New 
England at the Broncos 13- 
yard line. After Tom Brady 
ran twice to line up the 
kick, Gostkowski connect¬ 
ed for his 21st successful 
field goal attempt. 

Brady threw for three 
touchdowns to lead the 
Patriots (8-3) back from a 
24-0 halftime deficit to a 
31-24 lead as New England 
scored on its first five pos¬ 
sessions of the second half. 
Then Peyfon Manning 
threw an 11-yard scoring 
pass to Demaryius Thomas 
for the Broncos (9-2), tying 
it at 31. 

CHARGERS 41, CHIEFS 38 
KANSAS CITY, Missouri (AP) 
— Philip Rivers threw for 
392 yards and three touch¬ 
downs, the final one a 
26-yarder fo Seyi Ajirofutu 
with 24 seconds remain¬ 
ing to give the San Diego 
Chargers a victory over 
Kansas City and end a 
three-game losing streak. 
The Chiefs had taken the 
lead when Alex Smith hit 
Dwayne Bowe for a go- 
ahead score with 1:22 left. 
But the Chargers (5-6) still 
had two timeouts, and 
they used both as they 
quickly move downfield. 
Ajirofutu's TD in tight cover¬ 
age was just his third catch 
of the season. 

It also represented the 
eighth and final lead 
change in the game. 

Smith threw for 292 yards 
and three touchdowns for 
the Chiefs, who dropped 
their second straight after 
a 9-0 start. 

They also lost top pass rush¬ 
ers Tamba Hali and Justin 
Houston to injuries and now 
have to turn their attention 
to the Denver Broncos next 
week. 

Jamaal Charles added 
115 yards rushing and two 
touchdowns. Donnie Av¬ 


ery had four catches for 91 
yards and a score as Kan¬ 
sas City produced its best 
point total of fhe season. 
PACKERS 26, VIKINGS 26 
GREEN BAY, Wisconsin (AP) 
— Backup quarterback 
Matt Flynn threw for 218 
yards to help the Packers 
storm back from a 16-point 
deficit, but Minnesota and 
Green Bay could only mus¬ 
ter field goals in overfime. 
Mason Crosby hit from 20 
yards af 10:28 of the extra 
period and Blair Walsh con¬ 
nected from 35 with 3:54 
left. 

Greg Jennings, playing 
his first game at Lambeau 
Field as a member of the 
Vikings (3-8-1), dropped a 
third-down pass with 2:11 
left. The Packers (5-5-1) also 
stumbled on their next pos¬ 
session. 

One last chance for the Vi¬ 
kings went nowhere with 1 
second left, and the teams 
walked off with the first tie 
in the NFL since the Rams 
and 49ers ended 24-24 on 
Nov. 11,2012. It was the first 
game under the tiebreak¬ 
ing rules instituted in 2012 
that ended in a tie after 
both teams kicked field 
goals to begin the extra 
period. 

It was the second time a 
game had each team 


make field goals to open 
overtime; Houston won the 
other last November over 
Jacksonville. 

COWBOYS 24, GIANTS 21 
EAST RUTHERFORD, New 
Jersey (AP) — Tony Romo 
threw two touchdowns 
and led a drive that set up 
Dan Bailey' 35-yard field 
goal on the final play. Dal¬ 
las ended the Giants’ four- 
game winning streak and 
most of their playoff hopes. 
The victory moved the 
Cowboys (6-5) into a first- 
place tie with idle Philadel¬ 
phia in the NFC East and 
left the Giants (4-7) won¬ 
dering about what they 
gave away in two losses to 
Dallas. 

Romo hit two crucial third- 
down passes on the 14- 
play drive that covered the 
final 4:45 after New York 
tied the game on a 4-yard 
touchdown pass from Eli 
Manning to Louis Murphy 
Jr. and a 2-point conver¬ 
sion run by Andre Brown. 
Romo hit Jason Witten 
on TDs of 20 and 2 yards, 
and Dallas gof a defen¬ 
sive touchdown on a 50- 
yard fumble return by Jeff 
Heath. 

BUCCANEERS 24, LIONS 21 
DETROIT (AP) — Matthew 
Stafford’s fourth intercep¬ 
tion went in and out of 


Calvin Johnson’s hands 
to rookie Johnthan Banks 
inside the Tampa Bay 5 in 


the final minufe, allowing 
fhe Buccaneers fo hold on. 
Tampa Bay (3-8) has won 
fhree sfraighf offer losing ifs 
first eight, joining the 1978 
St. Louis Cardinals as the 
only team to do that. 
Tampa Bay rookie Mike 
Glennon, meanwhile, 
avoided mistakes. Glen¬ 
non was 14 of 21 for 247 
yards and threw two 
touchdowns to Tiquan Un¬ 
derwood, whose second 
score was an 85-yard re¬ 
ception early in the fourth 
quarter. 

The Lions (6-5) have lost 
two straight for the first 
time this season. They can 
blame five turnovers for 
throwing away a chance 
to improve their playoff 
positioning because no 
one in the NFC North won 
Sunday. 

Johnson had seven recep¬ 
tions for 115 yards, but he 
and the Lions didn’t take 
advantage of the Bucs 
playing the second half 
without cornerback Dar- 
relle Revis (groin).□ 


Fan plunges from 
Oakland Coliseum 
deck; 2 injured 

OAKLAND, California (AP) — A woman jumped from 
the third level deck of NFL team the Oakland Raiders’ 
home stadium on Sunday, injuring herself and a man who 
pleaded with her not to jump and tried to catch her, au¬ 
thorities said. 

The woman, who was not identified, plunged about 45 
feet (14 meters) after the Raiders lost 23-19 to the Tennes¬ 
see Titans and as fans were filing out of the stadium, O.co 
Coliseum officials said in a statement. 

A good Samaritan who tried to break her fall was injured 
in the process, the statement said. 

Alameda County Sheriff's Sgt. J.D. Nelson told the Oak¬ 
land Tribune the woman went to a seating area that 
was covered by a tarp and appeared to be alone when 
she jumped from the upper level of the deck. The man 
who was on the concourse level saw her and repeatedly 
shouted, “don’t do it,” Nelson said. 

“He saved her life quite honestly, at his own expense,” 
Nelson said. “This guy 100 percent saved her life. She'd 
be dead now.” 

Nelson said the woman was taken to the hospital in “very 
critical” condition. The man was taken to the hospital with 
serious injuries and is expected to survive, police said. 

On the NFL opening day this year, a fan died from a fall 
off a pedestrian overpass outside Candlestick Park in 
San Francisco, and two others were injured when a rail¬ 
ing collapsed at the Colts game against the Raiders in 
Indianapolis.Q 
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SAIL, SNORKEL SWIM & SWING! I AFTERNOON SNORKEL I * SUNSET SAIL 


DAILY 9:30am-1:30pm $57pp 
Visit 3 Great sites with BBQ, 
Open Bar, Gear & Ropeswing! 


DAILY 2:30-5:30pm $38pp 
Shorter version with Open | 
Bar, Gear & Ropeswing! 




Tickets available at Jolly Pirates Shop at MooMba Beach. Boarding at 
MooMba Beach- by the high rise hotels between Holiday Inn and Marriott 
Resorts. Offer not valid in combination with other discount offers. Valid 
for direct telephone reservations pn# OflAE/EAl) PAP 
ONLY - Present coupon at boarding 90w 01U#/3 SIh #Ow 


Mon & Fri 5-7pm $30pp 
Open Bar included 
& Ropeswing! 

additional days upon request/seasonal 



tels between Holiday Inn and Marriott Saye $1Q per e0 uple/per coupon for 
tion with other discount offers. Valid . miin 

AAAH f - AA morning cruise save $5 per couple/ 

586 8107/592 7858 per coupon for afternoon cruise 


APNewsBreak: Ex-NHLers sue league on concussions 



In this photo taken with a fisheye lens, Columbus Blue Jackets’ David Savard, right, crashes into the glass after missing a check on 
Vancouver Canucks’ Alex Burrows, left, during first-period NHL hockey game action in Vancouver, British Columbia, Friday, Nov. 
22, 2013. 

Associated Press 


FREDERIC J. FROMMER 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Ten 

former National Hockey 
League players, includ¬ 
ing All-Star defenseman 
Gary Leeman, claimed in 
a class-action lawsuit that 
the league hasn’t done 
enough to protect players 
from concussions. 

The lawsuit seeks damages 
and court-approved, NHL- 
sponsored medical moni¬ 
toring for the players’ brain 
trauma and/or injuries, 
which they blame on their 
NHL careers. It was filed in 
federal court in Washing¬ 
ton on behalf of players 
who retired on or before 
February 14 of this year 
and have suffered such in¬ 
juries. 

The suit comes just three 
months after the National 
Football League agreed 
to pay $765 million to settle 
lawsuits from thousands of 
former players who devel¬ 
oped dementia or other 

concussion-related health 
problems — and in an era 
when more attention is be¬ 
ing paid to the damages 
of head injuries sustained in 
sports. 

Among other things, the 
suit claims that: 

— The NHL knew or should 
have known about scien¬ 
tific evidence that play¬ 
ers who sustain repeated 
head injuries are at greater 
risk for illnesses and disabili¬ 
ties both during their hock¬ 
ey careers and later in life. 

— Even after the NHL cre¬ 
ated a concussion pro¬ 
gram to study brain injuries 
affecting NHL players in 
1997, the league took no 
action to reduce the num¬ 
ber and severity of concus¬ 
sions during a study period 


from 1997 to 2004. “Plaintiffs 
relied on the NHL's silence 
to their detriment,” the suit 
says. 

— The league didn’t do 
anything to protect players 
from unnecessary harm un¬ 
til 2010, when it made it a 
penalty to target a player’s 
head. 

“The NHL's active and pur¬ 
poseful concealment of 
the severe risks of brain in¬ 
juries exposed players to 
unnecessary dangers they 
could have avoided had 
the NHL provided them 
with truthful and accurate 
information and taken ap¬ 
propriate action to prevent 
needless harm,” the lawsuit 
says. 

It argues that the league 
continues to contribute to 


injuries today, by refusing 
to ban fighting and body¬ 
checking, and by employ¬ 
ing “enforcers” whose main 
job is to fight or violently 
body-check opponents. 
And the lawsuit accuses 
the league of promoting 
a “culture of violence,” in 
which players are praised 
for their fighting and “head¬ 
hunting” skills. 

Leeman, who played for 
the Toronto Maple Leafs, 
Calgary Flames, Montreal 
Canadians, Vancouver 
Canucks and St. Louis Blues 
from 1983-1996, suffered 
multiple concussions and 
sub-concussive impacts 
during his career, accord¬ 
ing to the lawsuit. Since his 
retirement, he’s suffered 
from post-traumatic head 


syndrome, headaches, 
memory loss and dizziness, 
the lawsuit says. 

In addition to Leeman, the 
other ex-players on the 
lawsuit are: Bradley Ait- 
ken (Pittsburgh Penguins, 
Edmonton Oilers); Dar¬ 
ren Banks (Boston Bruins); 
Curt Bennett (Blues, New 
York Rangers and Atlanta 
Flames); Richard Dunn (Buf¬ 
falo Sabres and Calgary 
Flames); Warren Holmes, 
(Los Angeles Kings); Rob¬ 
ert Manno, (Canucks, Ma¬ 
ple Leafs and Detroit Red 
Wings); Blair James Stewart 
(Red Wings, Washington 
Capitals and Quebec Nor- 
diques); Morris Titanic, (Sa¬ 
bres); and Rick Vaive (Ca¬ 
nucks, Maple Leafs, Sabres, 
and Chicago Blackhawks). 


In a statement, Vaive said 
players “were kept in the 
dark about the risks of con¬ 
cussions and many of the 
former NHL players are now 
suffering from debilitating 
head injuries from their time 
in the league. Hopefully this 
lawsuit will shine a light on 
the problem and the play¬ 
ers will get the help they 
deserve.” 

The NHL didn’t respond 
to requests for comment, 
but earlier this year, NHL 
Commissioner Gary Bett- 
man said, “We have, on 
our own, a long history, go¬ 
ing back to 1997, of taking 
concussions very seriously. 
We spend a lot of time, 
money and effort working 
with the players’ associa¬ 
tion on player safety.”□ 
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NBA Capsules 


Dudley, Redick lead Clippers’ 121 -82 rout of Bulls 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — Jared 
Dudley scored a season- 
high 21 points, and Chris 
Paul added 16 points and 
17 assists, as the Los Ange¬ 
les Clippers jumped all over 
the Chicago Bulls in Derrick 
Rose's absence for a 121- 
82 victory Sunday. 

J J. Redick scored 19 points 
and Blake Griffin had 15 
points and 12 rebounds in 
the Pacific Division-leading 
Clippers' seventh win in 
nine games. 

Los Angeles finished strong 
in a stretch of four games 
in five days, posting the 
biggest margin of victory 
over Chicago in franchise 
history. 

Luol Deng scored 22 points 
as the Bulls got off to a 
rough start to their latest 
stretch without Rose, who 
tore cartilage in his right 
knee Friday night in Port¬ 
land. 

The 2011 NBA MVP headed 
home to Chicago to pre¬ 
pare for surgery on Mon¬ 
day, when Chicago should 
find out how long he’ll be 
sidelined. 

Kirk Hinrich had nine points 
and seven assists while 
starting in place of Rose, 
who missed last season 
while recovering from sur¬ 
gery on his left knee. 
LAKERS 100, KINGS 86 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Re¬ 
serve forward Xavier Henry 
scored 12 of his 21 points in 
the fourth quarter and Pau 
Gasol had 20 points and 10 
rebounds to lead Los An¬ 
geles over Sacramento. 
Steve Blake finished with 
12 assists, nine points and 
five rebounds. Blake, who 
has started all 14 games for 
the Lakers at point guard in 
place of the injured Steve 
Nash, has recorded dou¬ 
ble digits in assists in each 
of the last five. 

The Lakers, back at .500 
following their third straight 
victory, began a stretch of 
four consecutive games 
against teams with los¬ 
ing records (Washington, 
Brooklyn and Detroit). 
Greivis Vasquez led Sacra¬ 
mento with 20 points and 
DeMarcus Cousins added 



Los Angeles Clippers forward Blake Griffin, left, dunks as Chi¬ 
cago Bulls forward Mike Dunleavy looks on during the first half of 
an NBA basketball game in Los Angeles, Sunday, Nov. 24, 2013. 

Associated Press 


17 points, eight rebounds 
and seven assists. 

THUNDER 95, JAZZ 73 
OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) — 
Kevin Durant scored 19 
points and Serge Ibaka 
had 17 points and 11 re¬ 
bounds to help Oklahoma 
City extend its best season¬ 
opening start at home with 
a win over struggling Utah. 
The Thunder (9-3) played 
without All-Star point guard 
Russell Westbrook, who sat 
out to rest his surgically re¬ 
paired right knee. 

Even without Westbrook, 
Oklahoma City's lead 
swelled to as many as 37 
points in the third quarter. 
Durant, the NBA’s leading 
scorer at 29.5 points per 
game, didn't play in the 
fourth quarter — finishing 
with nine rebounds and hit¬ 
ting 12 of 13 free throws. 
The Thunder have won six 
straight at home to open 
the season, their best 
opening stretch since mov¬ 
ing to Oklahoma City. 

Enes Kanter and Rudy 
Gobert led the Jazz (1-14), 
losers of six straight games, 
with 10 points apiece. 
PISTONS 109, NETS 97 
NEW YORK (AP) — Reserve 
Rodney Stuckey scored a 
season-high 27 points as 
Detroit sent Brooklyn to a 
fifth straight loss and sole 
possession of last place in 
the Atlantic Division. 

The Nets, with their enor¬ 
mous payroll and enor¬ 


mous expectations, fell to 
3-10, a half-game behind 
the New York Knicks, and 
were hearing boos at Bar¬ 
clays Center in the second 
half. 

Greg Monroe had 18 points 
and 11 rebounds for the Pis¬ 
tons, who bounced back 


from consecutive losses to 
Atlanta. Brandon Jennings 
added 14 points and 10 
assists, making all 10 free 
throws to make up for a 

2 - for-10 shooting perfor¬ 
mance. 

Joe Johnson made eight 

3- pointers and scored a 


season-high 34 points, but 
the short-handed Nets 
couldn’t overcome an¬ 
other cold night from Paul 
Pierce and Kevin Garnett, 
who were a combined 7 
for 22. 

SUNS 104, MAGIC 96 
ORLANDO, Florida (AP) — 
Goran Dragic scored 23 
points and Gerald Green 
added 20 to lead Phoenix 
over Orlando. 

Two days after stopping a 
four-game losing streak at 
Charlotte, the Suns took 
the lead early in the first 
quarter and never relin¬ 
quished it. 

After Orlando trimmed 
what had been a 14-point 
deficit to three late in the 
fourth quarter, Channing 
Frye made a difficult jump¬ 
er and Dragic scored the 
game ‘s next seven points 
to put it away. 

Dragic made 10 of 17 shofs 
and also had 13 assists. 
Frye finished with 14 points 
and seven rebounds. 

Nikola Vucevic led Orlan¬ 
do with 20 points. Andrew 
Nicholson had 19 off the 
bench and Aaron Afflalo 
added 12 for the Magic, 
who have lost four straight 
games and seven of eight 
overall. 

In other NBA games it was 
Detroit 109, Brooklyn 97; 
L.A. Clippers 121, Chicago 
82; Phoenix 104, Orlando 
96; Oklahoma City 95, Utah 
73; and L.A. Lakers 100, 
Sacramento 86. □ 


Lakers sign Bryant to 2-year extension 



In this Jan. 25, 2013 file pho¬ 
to, Los Angeles Lakers guard 
Kobe Bryant goes up for a 
dunk during the first half of an 
NBA basketball game against 
the Utah Jazz, in Los Angeles. 

Associated Press 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — The 
Los Angeles Lakers have 
signed All-Star guard Kobe 
Bryant to a 2-year contract 
extension. 

General manager Mitch 
Kupchak made the an¬ 
ticipated announcement 
Monday, ending specula¬ 
tion that Bryant could end 
up with another team after 
this season. 

“This is a very happy day 
for Lakers fans and for fhe 
Lakers organization," Kup¬ 
chak said in a statement. 
“We've said all along that 
our priority and hope was 
to have Kobe finish his ca¬ 


reer as a Laker, and this 
should ensure that that 
happens.” Terms of fhe 
deal were nof released. 
The fourth-leading scorer in 
NBA history hasn't played 
this season as he recov¬ 
ers from surgery on his torn 
Achilles tendon in April. 

He returned to practice 
earlier this month but isn’t 
sure when he’ll be back 
in uniform. He said last 
week that he could adjust 
his game and contribute 
something to the Lakers 
right now, but he wants 
to make sure he's ready 
to play for the long haul 


when he returns for his 18fh 
NBA season. 

Coach Mike D'Antoni 
has said Bryant will return 
whenever he says he's 
ready. 

During his recovery, Bry¬ 
ant has spent plenty of 
time with Steve Nash, the 
39-year-old point guard 
currently sidelined with the 
latest in a series of injuries. 
Nash has been ouf wifh 
nerve root irritation, a back 
problem stemming from a 
broken leg last season. 
Bryant and Nash intend to 
be back in the Lakers' line¬ 
up together soon.Q 
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New research aims to teach computers common sense 



In this Thursday, Nov. 21, 2013 photo, Abhinav Gupta stands near one of the computer clusters 
used in his research at one of the computer server areas on campus at Carnegie Mellon University 
in Pittsburgh. 

Associated Press 


KEVIN BEGOS 
Associated Press 
PITTSBURGH (AP) — Re¬ 
searchers are trying to 
plant a digital seed for arti¬ 
ficial intelligence by letting 
a massive computer system 
browse millions of pictures 
and decide for itself what 
they all mean. 

The system at Carnegie 
Mellon University is called 
NEIL, short for Never End¬ 
ing Image Learning. In mid- 
July, it began searching 
the Internet for images 24/7 
and, in tiny steps, is decid¬ 
ing for itself how those im¬ 
ages relate to each other. 
The goal is to recreate what 
we call common sense — 
the ability to learn things 
without being specifically 
taught. 

It's a new approach in the 
quest to solve computing's 
Holy Grail: getting a ma¬ 
chine to think on its own 
using a form of common 
sense. The project is being 
funded by Google and the 
Department of Defense’s 
Office of Naval Research. 
“Any intelligent being 
needs to have common 
sense to make decisions,” 
said Abhinav Gupta, a pro¬ 
fessor in the Carnegie Mel¬ 
lon Robotics Institute. 

NEIL uses advances in com¬ 
puter vision to analyze and 
identify the shapes and col¬ 
ors in pictures, but it is also 


slowly discovering connec¬ 
tions between objects on 
its own. For example, the 
computers have figured 
out that zebras tend to be 
found in savannahs and 
that tigers look somewhat 
like zebras. 

In just over four months, the 
network of 200 processors 
has identified 1,500 ob¬ 
jects and 1,200 scenes and 
has connected the dots to 
make 2,500 associations. 
Some of NEIL's computer¬ 
generated associations are 


wrong, such as “rhino can 
be a kind of antelope,” 
while some are odd, such 
as “actor can be found in 
jail cell” or “news anchor 
can look similar to Barack 
Obama.” 

But Gupta said having a 
computer make its own as¬ 
sociations is an entirely dif¬ 
ferent type of challenge 
than programming a su¬ 
percomputer to do one 
thing very well, or fast. For 
example, in 1985, Carnegie 
Mellon researchers pro¬ 


grammed a computer to 
play chess; 12 years later, a 
computer beat world chess 
champion Garry Kasparov 
in a match. 

Catherine Havasi, an ar¬ 
tificial intelligence expert 
at the Massachusetts In¬ 
stitute of Technology, said 
humans constantly make 
decisions using “this huge 
body of unspoken assump¬ 
tions,” while computers 
don’t. She said humans 
can also quickly respond to 
some questions that would 


take a computer longer to 
figure out. “Could a giraffe 
fit in your car?” she asked. 
“We’d have an answer, 
even though we haven’t 
thought about it” in the 
sense of calculating the gi¬ 
raffe’s body mass. 

Robert Sloan, an expert on 
artificial intelligence and 
head of the Department of 
Computer Science at the 
University of Illinois, Chica¬ 
go, said fhe NEIL approach 
could yield interesting re¬ 
sults because just using lan¬ 
guage to teach a comput¬ 
er “has all sorts of problems 
unto itself.” 

“What I would be espe¬ 
cially impressed by is if they 
can consistently say ‘zebra, 
zebra, zebra' if they see 
the animal in different lo¬ 
cations,” Sloan said of the 
computers. 

Gupta is pleased with the 
initial progress. In the future, 
NEIL will analyze vast num¬ 
bers of YouTube videos to 
look for connections be¬ 
tween objects. 

“When we started the proj¬ 
ect, we were not sure it 
would work," he said. “This 
is just the start." 

Neither Mountain View, 
California-based Google 
Inc. nor the Office of Na¬ 
val Research responded 
to questions about why 
they're funding NEIL, buf 
there are some hints. □ 


New Jersey OKs Internet 
gambling for 6 casinos 



In this Nov. 1,2013 photo, a computer screen in Atlantic City N.J. 
shows an account summary that new users of the global party- 
poker.com site will experience. 

Associated Press 


WAYNE PARRY 
Associated Press 
ATLANTIC CITY, New Jer¬ 
sey (AP) — New Jersey 
gambling regulators gave 
six casinos the green light 
to offer Internet gambling 
statewide on Monday. 
Approved are the Borgata 
Hotel Casino & Spa; the 
Tropicana Casino and Re¬ 
sort; Trump Plaza Hotel and 
Casino; the Trump Taj Ma¬ 
hal Casino Resort; Bally's 
Atlantic City and Caesars 
Atlantic City. 

The state Division of Gam¬ 
ing Enforcement's decision, 
which came after more 
than four days of testing 
the technology involved in 
online betting and making 


sure gamblers are within 
New Jersey, allows the 
state to join Nevada and 
Delaware as the only ones 
offering Internet gambling 
in America. It authorized six 
of the seven casinos that 
hold Internet gambling per¬ 
mits to immediately offer 
online gambling through¬ 
out New Jersey. 

Division director David Re¬ 
buck didn't immediately 
have an estimate of how 
many people had logged 
on during the test period 
but said it had topped 
10,000 fairly early during the 
test. 

The Golden Nugget At¬ 
lantic City was required to 
continue testing its systems 


before being cleared for 
unrestricted play. Rebuck 
didn’t specify what was 
found to be lacking with 
the casino's systems. 
“Hopefully in the near fu¬ 
ture they'll pass,” Rebuck 
said. The Golden Nugget 
said being among the first 
casinos to launch an online 
gambling site wasn’t im¬ 
portant and it was waiting 
a week to start. 

“It is more important to be 
among the best," compa¬ 
ny spokesman Thomas Win¬ 
ter said. 

New Jersey began a five- 
day trial period of online 
gambling last Thursday. 
The purpose was to test 
the technology involved in 


the games and determine 
whether the systems are 
ready for the entire state to 
log on and play. 

During the test period, many 
users were locked out by 
geolocation software that 


wrongly determined they 
weren’t within New Jersey’s 
borders. Rebuck said the 
geolocation problems are 
matters for the casinos and 
their technology partners 
to address. □ 
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Stocks end mixed on quiet day; energy stocks fall 


KEN SWEET 
AP Markets Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — The stock 
market paused Monday, 
ending on a mixed note, 
after a string of records in 
recent weeks. 

Investors had little compa¬ 
ny-specific news to digest, 
although the U.S. and oth¬ 
er world powers reached a 
deal to limit Iran’s nuclear 
program, an event that 
pushed down oil prices 
and energy stocks. 

The slow day represented 
a pause in the market’s 
strong run-up, capped by 
another milestone on Fri¬ 
day, when the Standard 
& Poor's 500 index closed 
above 1,800 for the first 
time. 

Stocks have soared this 
year as a combination of 
solid corporate earnings, 
a strengthening economy 
and easy-money policies 
from the Federal Reserve 
have drawn investors to 
stocks. Stocks have also 
gained because they of¬ 
fer an attractive alterna¬ 
tive to bonds, where inter¬ 
est rates remain close to 
all-time lows. Despite light 
trade, Monday did feature 
another market milestone. 
The Nasdaq rose as high 


as 4,007.09, a level it hasn't 
seen since Sept. 7, 2000, 
during the dot-com bub¬ 
ble. The index ended up 
2.92 points, or 0.1 percent, 
at 3,994.57. 

The Dow Jones industrial 


average rose eight points, 
or 0.1 percent, to 16,072.54. 
Meanwhile, the Standard 
& Poor’s 500 index fell 2 
points, or 0.1 percent, to 
1,802.48. 


The biggest drags on the 
S&P 500 were energy 
stocks. Sunday’s deal with 
Iran was the first significant 
progress in years to cur¬ 
tail that country’s nuclear 
ambitions. It could reduce 


the risk of conflict, improve 
trade and boost global oil 
supplies by making it eas¬ 
ier for Iran to sell its crude 
onto the global market. 
That could increase global 


supply and push oil prices 
lower in the long-term. 

Oil fell 75 cents, or 0.8 per¬ 
cent, to $94.09. Energy 
companies Flalliburton, 
Transocean and Schlum- 
berger all fell 2 percent or 


more. 

Even with Monday's de¬ 
cline, S&P 500 has risen sev¬ 
en straight weeks and is up 
26 percent in 2013, its best 
performance in 15 years. 


Flowever, an increasing 
number of investors be¬ 
lieve that stocks have run 
their course for 2013 and 
stocks are due for a pull¬ 
back soon. 

“I would like to see this 
market take a breather,” 
said Jim Lauder, a fund 
manager for Wells Fargo 
Advantage Dow Jones Tar¬ 
get Date Funds. 

While the Nasdaq is flirt¬ 
ing with territory it hasn't 
seen in 13 years, the in¬ 
dex is still down roughly 25 
percent from its all-time 
high of 5,048.62 that it set 
on March 10, 2000. The in¬ 
dex, although still technol¬ 
ogy heavy, is dominated 
by highly-profitable com¬ 
panies like Apple, Google 
and Amazon. 

Trading was light Monday 
and is expected to remain 
limited all week. Stock and 
bond markets are closed 
Thursday in observance 
of the Thanksgiving holi¬ 
day. On Friday, the New 
York Stock Exchange and 
Nasdaq will close early. 
Approximately 2.98 billion 
shares traded hands Mon¬ 
day on the New York Stock 
Exchange, below the 3.35 
billion that is typically trad¬ 
ed on an average day.Q 



Trader Patrick McKeon, left, works on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange Friday, Nov. 22, 
2013. Stocks were mixed in early trading Friday as traders and investors lacked a catalyst to 
push the major indexes higher after strong gains this year. 

(AP Photo/Richard Drew) 


Aetna to buy international insurance provider InterGlobal 


HARTFORD, Connecticut 
(AP) — Aetna Inc. plans to 
broaden its international 
reach with the acquisi¬ 
tion of InterGlobal, a Brit¬ 
ish company that offers 
private medical insurance 
for groups and individuals 
in fhe Middle East, Asia, Af¬ 
rica and Europe. 

The Flartford, Connecti¬ 
cut, health insurer did not 
reveal terms of the deal 
on Monday. It expects to 
complete the acquisition 
in the first half of next year 
and said it should be neu¬ 
tral to Aetna's 2014 results. 
Aetna covers more than 
22 million people as the 
third-largest health insurer 
in the United States. It also 
runs an expatriate business 
that provides medical, 
dental and vision cover¬ 
age, among other forms of 
insurance to people living 
overseas. 

Chairman and CEO Mark 
Bertolini said in a statement 



A sign for Aetna insurance is seen in front of their headquarters in Hartford, Conn. Aetna Inc. is 
planning to broaden its international reach with the acquisition of InterGlobal. 

(AP Photo/Douglas Healey) 


thatthe deal helps increase tional market for individual business customers. Fie 
its presence in the interna- and small- and mid-sized added that the demand 


for international private 
medical coverage is being 
driven by the globalization 
of companies, the growing 
population of wealthy indi¬ 
viduals in emerging econo¬ 
mies and reform pushes by 
governments around the 
world to increase health 
care access. Last year, the 
largest U.S. insurer, Unit¬ 
edHealth Group Inc., also 
announced international 
growth plans with its $4.9 
billion acquisition of Bra¬ 
zilian health benefits and 
care provider Amil Partici- 
pacoes SA. Another com¬ 
petitor, Cigna Corp., also is 
expanding its international 
business. 

Domestically, Aetna com¬ 
pleted a $6.9 billion acqui¬ 
sition of fellow insurer Cov¬ 
entry Health Care in May. 
Aetna shares rose 70 cents 
to $68.47 in morning trad¬ 
ing Monday. Its shares 
have risen more than 46 
percent so far this yearO 
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Wal-Mart names chief of international unit as new CEO 


ELIZABETH A. HARRIS 
© 2013 New York Times 

As Wal-Mart enters a 
fiercely competitive holi- 


ROB GILLIES 
Associated Press 
TORONTO (AP) — BlackBer- 
ry's interim chief executive 
has shaken up BlackBerry’s 
management team in a 
move seen as prelude to 
him taking the top job him¬ 
self. 

Chief Operating Officer 
Kristian Tear and Chief Mar¬ 
keting Officer Frank Boul- 
ben, both hired by recently 
ousted CEO Thorsten Heins, 
will leave the struggling 
smartphone maker. 

And the company said 
Monday that Brian Bid- 
ulka is being replaced by 
James Yersh as chief finan¬ 
cial officer. Yersh previously 
served as senior vice presi¬ 
dent and controller. 

Former Sybase CEO John 
Chen was brought in as the 
interim chief executive af¬ 
ter negotiations to sell the 
Waterloo, Ontario, com¬ 
pany collapsed this month. 
Chen also serves as execu¬ 
tive chair of the board. 
Blackberry quickly lost 
dominance as the leading 
smartphone maker as the 
popularity of the iPhone 


the company’s board of 
directors announced Mon¬ 
day that Michael T. Duke, 
its chief executive, would 


surged. The much-hyped 
BlackBerry 10 system, its 
latest phones, were a flop. 
The company disclosed in 
September that it would 
book nearly a billion dollars 
in losses related to unsold 
phones. 

The company recently 
announced 4,500 layoffs, 
or 40 percent of its global 
workforce, and reported a 
quarterly loss of nearly $1 
billion. 

Chen said he’ll continue 
to align the management 
team with his priorities. “I 
look forward to working 
more directly with the tal¬ 
ented teams of engineers, 
and the sales and market¬ 
ing teams around the world 
to facilitate the BlackBerry 
turn-around,” Chen said in 
a statement. 

BGC analyst Colin Gil- 
lis said the reshaping of a 
leadership team is what 
a CEO does and that the 
company should just name 
Chen as CEO. 

“You let whoever is going 
to be the CEO makes those 
decisions. It kind of bothers 
me because it just seems 


Douglas McMillon, would 
replace him. 

McMillon, president of 
Wal-Mart International, will 


like the search process is a 
farce. I mean the guy has 
a more than an $80 million 
pay package. He's blown 
out every other top man¬ 
ager. That's not your de¬ 
cision to make as interim 
CEO,” Gillis said. 

Gillis expects Chen to be 
named CEO on Dec. 20 
when BlackBerry reports 
third quarter earnings. 

And spokesman Adam Em¬ 
ery said the company will 
have a further update on 
its leadership team Dec. 
20. Emery said they will not 
have a chief marketing of¬ 
ficer and a chief operating 
officer in its new organiza¬ 
tion structure. Gillis said 
one could infer that an en¬ 
terprise focused business 
would have less need for 
marketing and a chief mar¬ 
keting officer than a con¬ 
sumer focused business. 
Chen, whose background 
is in enterprise software, 
has placed much more of 
an emphasis on BlackBer¬ 
ry’s software business than 
its handset, or smartphone 
business. Chen told The As¬ 
sociated Press earlier this 


the company announced. 
McMillon, 47, was also 
elected to the company’s 
board of directors effec¬ 
tive immediately and Duke 
will help with the transition. 
“Doug is uniquely posi¬ 
tioned to lead our grow¬ 
ing global company and 
to serve the changing 
customer, while remain¬ 
ing true to our culture and 
values,” Rob Walton, chair¬ 
man of Wal-Mart's board 
of directors, said in a state¬ 
ment. “He has broad ex¬ 
perience - with successful 
senior leadership roles in all 
of Wal-Mart's business seg¬ 
ments - and a deep under¬ 
standing of the economic, 
social and technological 
trends shaping our world.” 
McMillon, 47, joined Wal- 
Mart in 1984 as a summer 
associate in a Wal-Mart 
Distribution Center. He re¬ 
joined the company in 
1990 and has spent much 
of his time at Wal-Mart in 
merchandising. From 2006 
to 2009, he was president 
of Sam’s Club. 

Duke, 63, has been the 



John S. Chen, Chairman, CEO 
& President of Sybase, poses 
for a photo on the floor of the 
New York Stock Exchange. 
Chen was brought in as the 
interim chief executive of 
Blackberry in November 
2013.(AP Photo/Richard Drew) 
month that he would be 
looking for a CEO with a 
strong software and servic¬ 
es background, and noted 
that he wanted to mone¬ 
tize BlackBerry Messenger, 
the popular messaging ap¬ 
plication. BlackBerry also 
has a mobile device man¬ 
agement business, which 
allows IT departments to 
manage different devices 
connected to their corpo¬ 
rate networks. □ 


company’s chief execu¬ 
tive since 2009 and was 
vice chairman from 2005 
to 2009. 

“The opportunity to lead 
Wal-Mart is a great privi¬ 
lege," McMillon said in 
the company’s statement. 
“Our company has a rich 
history of delivering value 
to customers across the 
globe and, as their needs 
grow and change, we will 
be there to serve them.” 
McMillon’s new salary and 
compensation package 
was not released Monday. 
According to recent filings, 
Duke's salary was about 
$1.3 million, and his total 
compensation was roughly 
$20 million. 

In recent weeks, Wal-Mart 
has been busily promot¬ 
ing its holiday deals, in 
one of the most competi¬ 
tive sales seasons in recent 
memory, driven partly be¬ 
cause there is a very short 
window this year between 
Thanksgiving and Christ¬ 
mas. The company’s ex¬ 
ecutives have noted that 
Wal-Mart’s core customer 
base remains very budget¬ 
conscious, hit by the end 
of the payroll tax holiday 
earlier this year and uneas¬ 
iness over events like the 
federal budget shutdown. 
At the busiest time of the 
year, major retailers are al¬ 
ready slashing prices and 
many are chipping away 
at the lure of Black Friday 
deals by offering them 
even earlier. 

McMillon’s ascension is 
also occurring at a time 
when the company has 
announced major expan¬ 
sion plans in China. 

David Tovar, vice president 
for corporate communi¬ 
cations, said the timing 
of announcement about 
McMillon was dictated by 
the schedule of company 
board meetings - the No¬ 
vember meeting is clos¬ 
est to the company’s new 
fiscal year, which begins 
Feb. 1. 

“This was solely his deci¬ 
sion, a personal decision 
Mike made to retire at this 
point," Tovar said. “Other 
than playing a lot of golf, 
I don’t think he’s going to 
be working on anything at 
this point. He’s had a long 
retail career, even before 
he got to Wal-Mart.”Q 



Doug McMillon, President and CEO, Wal-Mart International, speaks at the shareholders meeting 
in Fayetteville, Ark. Wal-Mart Stores on Monday, Nov. 25, 2013 announced that CEO and 
President Mike Duke is stepping down from those posts, and named McMillon as his successor, 
effective Feb. 1, 2014. (AP Photo/April L. Brown) 

day season while still ham- retire early next year and take the helm Feb. 1, just 
pered by sluggish sales, a longtime executive, C. after the holiday season. 


BlackBerry shakeup continues 
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Conceptis Sudoku 
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Difficulty Level ★★ 11/26 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 _ the time; 
constantly 

4 Marsh 

9 Majority 

13 Dial or Ivory 

15 Fight verbally 

16 In a lazy way 

17 “Oh, for Pete’s 

18 Actress Sally 

19 Person, place 
or thing 

20 Down in the 
dumps 

22 Encourage 

23 One of the 
three tenses 

24 Whopper 

26 Take willingly 

29 Devices often 
hooked to PCs 

34 “A day late and 
a dollar 

35 Elephant nose 

36 Encountered 

37 Show-offs 

38 Fork tine 

39 Unexceptional 

40 Leprechaun 

41 Army vehicles 

42 Spud 

43 Commandeers 
a plane in flight 

45 Nine tens 

46 Australian bird 
that cannot fly 

47 Nourish 

48 Not quite 
closed 

51 Buildings full of 
books 

56 Apple’s center 

57 Creek 

58 Putin’s “No” 

60 Abound 

61 Run _ of the 
law; commit 
crime 

62 Equipment 

63 Kill 

64 Rough & noisy 

65 Parched 

DOWN 

1 Burro 

2 Washerful of 
laundry 


3 Body of water 

4 Least risky 

5 Watch’s place 

6 Eras 

7 “I’ve got a _, 
her name is 
Sal...” 

8 Selling on the 
street 

9 Graceful dance 

10 Smell 

11 Punch 

12 Actress Daly 

14 Salsa 

ingredients 

21 Engrossed 

25 Pen contents 

26 Sooty residue 

27 Blackboard 
writer’s need 

28 Cozy 

29 _ up; supports 

30 Diamond 
scores 

31 Shed crocodile 
tears 

32 Bowling alley 
button 

33 Tale 


35 Long journey 

38 Odd 

39 Making smooth 

41 Bread spread 

42 Bleachers level 

44 Actor Irons 

45 In a tidy way 
47 Father of 

psychoanalysis 


48 Performs 

49 Singer Billy _ 

50 Length times 
width 

52 News, for short 

53 Hard hit 

54 Watched 

55 Burn 

59 Give it a go 
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IN BITCOIN’S ORBIT: 


Virtual currency competition seeing dozens of alternatives 


NATHANIEL POPPER 
© 2013 New York Times 

For many people, bitcoin 
seems like something from 
the day after tomorrow. 

For Lawrence Blankenship, 
it’s already a thing of the 
past. 

A software engineer from 
Springfield, Mo., Blanken¬ 
ship is putting his money 
on PeerCoin, one of the 
biggest of the virtual cur¬ 
rencies that are being pro¬ 
moted as alternatives to 
bitcoin. 

With mounting interest from 
prominent investors and 
growing acceptance from 
regulators, bitcoin - either 
the new gold or the next 
Dutch tulip craze, depend¬ 
ing on who is being asked 
- is at the center of the vir¬ 
tual money universe. Yet 
there are dozens of digital 
alternatives, like PeerCoin, 
Litecoin and anoncoin, 
whose backers point to 
advantages they say their 
currency has over bitcoin. 
PeerCoin, according to 
Blankenship, is closer than 
bitcoin to perfect, commu¬ 
nal money. Blankenship, 
34, has arranged to ac¬ 
cept PeerCoin as the vir¬ 
tual currency of choice at 
a Star Trek convention he 
is organizing in his home¬ 
town. 

“Looking down the road 10 
years from now, I definitely 
see bitcoin being ousted,” 
he said. “Everyone’s going 
to start switching to other 
coins, and hopefully Peer- 
Coin comes out ahead in 
that.” 

In the alternative galaxy 
of virtual currencies, newly 
created money can be¬ 
come worth millions of real 
dollars in a few months. All 
the PeerCoin in existence, 
for example, was worth 
nearly $40 million last week. 
Programmers and mathe¬ 
maticians release new en¬ 
trants into the field almost 
every week. On one popu¬ 
lar exchange, Cryptsy, 60 
different coins can now be 
traded. 

Almost all of these altcoins, 
as they are known, have 
fed on the stratospheric 
rise of bitcoin. Since the 
beginning of the month, 
the value of bitcoin rose 
to more than $900 at one 
point, from $200, and it is 


up 6,000 percent since the 
beginning of the year. 
Many of the altcoins have 
risen at the same clip, driv¬ 
en by bets that the Internet 
has room for more than 
one form of virtual mon¬ 
ey, or that bitcoin can be 


overtaken. The constant 
innovation opens the door 
to new opportunities for 
fraud and illegal activities. 
Thanks to a lack of regu¬ 
lation, pump-and-dump 
schemes have become 
common. But the thou¬ 
sands of hours being 
poured into these projects 
underscore the degree to 
which a small but growing 
community believes that 
it has found the future of 
money. 

“It's a very intriguing thing, 
because in principle, you 
can have a kind of mon¬ 


ey with some advantages 
that have never been pos¬ 
sessed by any past forms 
of money,” said George 
Selgin, an economics pro¬ 
fessor af the University of 
Georgia at Athens. 

If fhis is a contest, bitcoin 


is still light-years ahead of 
any of its competitors - the 
value of all bitcoin is mea¬ 
sured in the billions of dol¬ 
lars, while only a few others 
have even cracked $100 
million. And bitcoin has the 
basic attributes that most 
other coins are trying to imi¬ 
tate: an open-source com¬ 
puter code with no central 
authority and a mathe¬ 
matically determined rate 
of expansion, not relying 
on a central bank. 

What’s more, most altcoins 
share the biggest weak¬ 
ness of bitcoin: a violently 
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Charles Lee, the creator of Litecoin, a virtual currency promoted 
as an alternative to bitcoin, at his home in Mountain View, Calif., 
Nov. 22, 2013. With mounting interest from prominent investors, 
bitcoin is at the center of the virtual money universe, yet there 
are dozens of alternatives. 

(Alexis Cuarezma/The New York Times) 


fluctuating value. Most 
people are willing to use 
real currencies because 
they have stable values 
that make them good units 
of exchange. Virtual cur¬ 
rencies, these days, are 
more like speculative com¬ 
modities. 

But this is not stopping 
the ascent of things like 
Litecoin, which is gener¬ 
ally viewed as the sec- 
ond-most-popular digital 
money, with a total val¬ 
ue of about $250 million 
last week. Unlike bitcoin, 
which was invented by a 
shadowy creator known 
only as Satoshi Nakamoto, 
Litecoin was created by 
Charles Lee, a 36-year- 
old former programmer at 
Google who lives with his 
wife and two children in 
Silicon Valley .□ 



FOR SALE week 47 
Tropicana Timeshare 

Thanksgiving week Rm 1557 
sat to sat 11/23 
AL OFFERS CONSIDERED 
e-mail: rmwjmw@aol.com 
phone: 508-651-0016 

200459 


FOR SALE 

Caribbean Palm Village 
(deeded) 

E107 first floor pool side 
(renovated) 
week 1 thru 5 
1 bedroom 2 bath $10,000 
p/week 

email: np7300@roadrunner.com 
phone: USA 440-428-4631 

200451 


FOR RENT 

2 weeks vacation December 
U$4600 by week 1 bedroom 
apartment at the Divi Dutch 
Village, Sleeps anf fully 
equipped with kitchen bedroom 
and pull out couch. 

1 st week check in 18-19-20 Dec 
2013 and check out 25-26-27 
Dec 2013 

2nd week check in 25-2627 
Dec. 2013 and check out 1-2-3 
jan 2014 

For information Call Carlos 
562-4860 

Joraemendezmre@hotmail.com 

Doritam5@hotmail.com 
Call in USA 9-542-844-711 
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Nov. 26 

Emerald Princess 
Island Princess 


Aruba Aiport 524-2424 

American Airline 582-2700 
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Insel Air 588-9314 

Jet Blue 588-2244 
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Tel: 584-6440 
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Anonymity guaranteed 
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Aruba 
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U.S. tells 23andMe to halt sales of genetic test 


% 23andMe 

4 


This image provided 23andMe shows the company's logo. 

The U.S. Food and Drug Administration is ordering genetic test 
maker 23andMe Monday, Nov. 25, 2013, to halt sales of its 
personalized DNA test kits, saying the company has failed to 
show that the technology is backed by science. 

Associated Press 


MATTHEW PERRONE 
AP Health Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

U.S. Food and Drug Admin¬ 
istration is ordering genetic 
test maker 23andMe to 
halt sales of its personal¬ 
ized DNA test kits, saying 
the company has failed to 
show that the technology 
is backed by science. 

In a warning letter posted 
online, FDA regulators say 
the Google-backed com¬ 
pany is violating federal 
law because its products 
claim to identify health risks 
for more than 250 diseases 
and health conditions. 

Only medical tests that 
have been cleared by the 
FDA are permitted to make 
such claims. 

The letter follows years of 
back-and-forth between 
the government and 
23andMe, the most visible 
company among a new 
field of startups selling per¬ 
sonal genetic information. 
The proliferation of con¬ 
sumer-marketed genetic 
tests has troubled many 
public health officials and 
doctors who worry that the 
products are built on flimsy 
science. 

For years, 23andMe re¬ 
sisted government regula¬ 
tion, arguing that it simply 


provides consumers with 
information, not a medi¬ 
cal service. But last year 
the company appeared 
to change course, submit¬ 
ting several of the disease- 
specific tests included in its 
test kit. 

A spokeswoman for the 
California-based compa¬ 
ny said 23andMe recogniz¬ 
es “that we have not met 
the FDA’s expectations," 
for addressing questions 
about the submission. 

“Our relationship with the 
FDA is extremely important 


to us and we are commit¬ 
ted to fully engaging with 
them to address their con¬ 
cerns," said Kendra Cassillo 
in a statement. 

The FDA letter suggests 
that regulators have gone 
to great lengths to try and 
work with the company. 
Regulators even men¬ 
tion “more than 14 face- 
to-face and teleconfer¬ 
ence meetings, hundreds 
of email exchanges, and 
dozens of written commu¬ 
nications." 

“However, even after 


these many interactions 
with 23andMe, we still do 
not have any assurance 
that the firm has analytical¬ 
ly or clinically validated,” 
its technology, the letter 
states. 

The FDA warning takes is¬ 
sue with a number of claims 
the company makes for its 
saliva-based test kit, partic¬ 
ularly calling it a “first step 
in prevention” against dis¬ 
eases like diabetes, heart 
disease and breast can¬ 
cer. Regulators worry that 
false results from the test 
could cause patients to re¬ 
ceive inadequate or inap¬ 
propriate medical care. 

For instance, 23andMe says 
its test can identify women 
who carry the BRCA gene 
mutation that significantly 
increases the risk of breast 
and ovarian cancer. But 
a false result could lead 
women to undergo unnec¬ 
essary screening, chemo¬ 
therapy and surgery. 

The test also claims to pre¬ 
dict how patients will re¬ 
spond to popular drugs, 
including the ubiquitous 
blood thinner warfarin, 
which is used fo prevent 
blood clots. The FDA warns 
that an inaccurate read¬ 
ing there could “have sig¬ 
nificant unreasonable risk 


of illness, injury, or death to 
the patient,” if they don’t 
receive the appropriate 
drug dose. 

23andMe was co-found- 
ed by Anne Wojcicki, who 
married Google co-found¬ 
er Sergey Brin in 2007. 
Google confirmed in Sep¬ 
tember that the two are 
separated, though Google 
and Brin have invested mil¬ 
lions in the privately held 
company over the years. 
23andMe executives have 
previously said that they 
first contacted the FDA 
in 2007, before launching 
their product. The agency 
did not take an interest in 
the technology until 2010, 
when it issued letters to 
several testing companies, 
stating that their products 
are considered medical 
devices and must be ap¬ 
proved as safe and ef¬ 
fective. The FDA already 
regulates a variety of ge¬ 
netic tests administered by 
health care providers, such 
as those given to pregnant 
women to detect cystic 
fibrosis in a developing 
fefus. The FDA's concern 
wifh 23andMe appears to 
center on its commercial 
approach, which side¬ 
steps doctors and health 
professionals.^ 



In this photo taken using a long exposure, star trails are seen 
over Mount Sinabung as it spews volcanic ash into the air 
as seen from Tiga Pancur, North Sumatra, Indonesia, early 
Monday, Nov. 25, 2013. Associated Press 
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More gases erupt from 
rumbling Indonesian volcano 


BINSAR BAKKARA 
Associated Press 
KARO, Indonesia (AP) — 

Powerful bursts of hof ash 
and gravel erupted from a 
rumbling volcano in west¬ 
ern Indonesia early Mon¬ 
day, sending panicked vil¬ 
lagers streaming down the 
sides of fhe mounfain. 

Six new eruptions in the 
morning sent lava and 
searing gas tumbling up 
to 1.5 kilometers (.9 miles) 
down the slopes of Mount 
Sinabung in North Sumatra 
province. Volcanic materi¬ 
al spewed as high as 2,000 
meters (6,500 feet) into the 
air a day after authorities 
had raised the volcano's 
alert status to the highest 
level. 

About 15,000 people have 
been evacuated from 
17 villages in fhe danger 
zone 5 kilometers (3 miles) 


around the crater. National 
Disaster Mitigation Agency 
spokesman Sutopo Purwo 
Nugroho said. The evacu¬ 
ation zone was expanded 
from 3 kilometers. 

Thick, gray ash covered vil¬ 
lages, farms and trees as far 
as 70 kilomefers (43 miles) 
north of Mount Sinabung's 
crater, hitting the towns of 
Binjai and Langkat. 
“Everything turned hot sur¬ 
rounding us,” said Jatah 
Surbakti, a 45-year-old 
farmer who fled with his 
wife and four children to a 
shelter on trucks provided 
by the local disaster agen¬ 
cy, along with hundreds 
other villagers. 

“We were running in panic 
under the rain of ash and 
gravel. ... I heard many 
women and children 
screaming and crying,” he 
said, adding that his fruit 


and vegetable farms were 
destroyed by the ash and 
his children’s schools were 
disrupted. 

The 2,600-meter (8,530- 

foot) Mount Sinabung has 
sporadically erupted since 
September. An eruption in 
2010 killed two people and 
caught scientists off guard 
because the volcano had 
been quiet for four centu¬ 
ries. 

Transportation Ministry 
spokesman Bambang Er- 
van said airlines had been 
notified to avoid routes 
near the mountain. 

Mount Sinabung is among 
around 129 active volca¬ 
noes in Indonesia, which is 
prone to seismic upheaval 
due to its location on the 
Pacific “Ring of Fire,” an 
arc of volcanoes and faulf 
lines encircling the Pacific 
Basin.Q 
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International Emmys to honor J J. Abrams 



In a Tuesday, Aug. 13, 2013 file photo, director J.J. Abrams 
smiles during the Japanese premiere of his film “Star Trek Into 
Darkness” in Tokyo. 

Associated Press 


CHARLES J. GANS 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — J.J. 
Abrams may be immersed 
in a galaxy far, far away 
these days, but he's tak¬ 
ing a break from prepro¬ 
duction work on the new 
“Star Wars" film to accept 
a special honor at the 41st 
International Emmy Awards 
Gala.Zachary Quinto, who 
recently reprised his role 
of Spock in Abrams' suc¬ 
cessful reboot of the “Star 
Trek" franchise, will present 
the honorary International 
Emmy Founders Award to 
the director-producer at 
Monday night’s awards 
ceremony at the Hilton 
New York. 

“J.J. Abrams is probably 
the most interesting cre¬ 
ative talent in the indus¬ 
try right now. He’s a great 
writer, producer, director 
and an amazing creator,” 
said Bruce L. Paisner, presi¬ 
dent and CEO of the In¬ 
ternational Academy of 
Television Arts & Sciences. 
“He already at age 47 has 


NEW YORK (AP) — Dozens 
of top stars have donated 
songs to an album aimed 
at raising funds for typhoon 
disaster relief in the Philip¬ 
pines. 

Songs by The Beatles, Bob 
Dylan, Beyonce, U2 and 
Bruno Mars are among the 
39 donated to “Songs for 
the Philippines,” 
available for purchase 
Monday at iTunes and for 
streaming on iTunes Radio. 
The artists, 

record companies and 
music publishers have 
agreed to donate the pro¬ 
ceeds to the Philippines 
Red Cross. 

Thousands were killed, in¬ 
jured and displaced by 
Typhoon Haiyan earlier this 
month and officials have 
struggled to keep up with 
humanitarian aid de¬ 
mands. 

The compilation album has 
a little of everything, 
from the disturbing imag¬ 
es of a live version of Emi¬ 
nem’s “Stan” to the calm¬ 
ing effect of The Beatles’ 
“Let It Be.” □ 


a number of classic televi¬ 
sion shows like ‘Felicity’ and 
‘Lost’ that have set a mod¬ 
el for all kinds of shows that 
came afterward." 

Abrams is executive pro¬ 
ducer of three currently 
running TV shows — the sci¬ 
ence-fiction series “Revolu¬ 
tion” and “Almost Human” 
and “Person of Interest,” 
the crime drama revolv¬ 
ing around an omnipresent 
government-sponsored sur¬ 
veillance network that pre¬ 
miered well before the re¬ 
cent revelations about the 
National Security Agency. 
“J.J. is very good at an¬ 
ticipating what's going to 
be in the headlines, and 
he also creates new ways 
of looking at people and 
situations like he did in rein¬ 
venting the ‘Star Trek’ fran¬ 
chise,” Paisner said. 

The presentation to Abrams 
will highlight the awards 
ceremony, hosted by British 
comedian John Oliver of 
“The Daily Show," in which 
36 nominees from 19 coun¬ 
tries will be competing for 


This Sept. 21, 2013 file photo 
shows Bruno Mars performing 
at IHeartRadio Music Festi¬ 
val in Las Vegas, Nev. Mars' 
“Count on Me,” is part of a 
collection of 39 hits for “Songs 
of the Philippines,” available 
on iTunes to raise money for 
disaster relief efforts in the 
Philippines. 

Associated Press 



Actor Will Ferrell, dressed as 
the character Ron Burgundy, 
poses for photographers 
upon arrival at the 2013 MTV 
Europe Music Awards, in Am¬ 
sterdam, Netherlands, Sun¬ 
day, Nov. 10, 2013. 

Associated Press 


International Emmys in nine 
categories. The awards 
honor excellence in TV pro¬ 
gramming outside the U.S. 
Britain and Brazil shared 
the lead for nominations 
with six apiece, followed 
by France with three. South 
Korea, Mexico, Germany 
and South Africa each had 
two nominations. Angola 
and Uruguay received their 
first nominations. 

BBC One’s “Accused,” a 
crime anthology series cre¬ 
ated by writer-producer 
Jimmy McGovern, is look¬ 
ing to repeat its 2011 win 
for best drama series. Sean 
Bean, recently seen in 
“Game of Thrones,” is up for 
best actor for an episode 
of “Accused,” in which he 
shed his tough-guy image 
to portray a schoolteacher 
by day who becomes a 
transvestite by night and 
gets involved in an affair 
with a married man that 
leads to a brutal crime of 
passion. 

Sheridan Smith, known 
for her comedic roles on 



The Associated Press 
Ron Burgundy, Will Ferrell’s 
fictitious “Anchorman” 
character, 

will help cover Canada’s 
Olympic curling trials for 
broadcaster TSN. 

Burgundy will be paired 
with veteran curling broad¬ 
caster Vic Rauter when the 


stage and TV, received a 
best actress nomination for 
playing the title character 
in the ITV drama series “Mrs. 
Biggs,” based on the true 
story of the wife of Ronnie 
Biggs, who was involved in 
the 1963 Great Train Rob¬ 
bery, in which 2.6 million 
pounds was stolen from a 
mail train. 

Brazil’s Marcos Palmeira re¬ 
ceived a best actor nomi¬ 
nation for his role in the 
HBO Latin America original 
series “Mandrake Especial" 
in which he portrays a Rio 
de Janeiro criminal lawyer 
who helps his wealthy cli¬ 
ents deal with the local un¬ 
derworld, while Fernanda 
Montenegro, a best ac¬ 
tress Oscar nominee for the 
1998 film “Central Station,” 
got a nod for her role in TV 
Globo’s “Sweet Mother.” 
The other actor nominees 
include Japan’s Shinichi 
Tsutsumi" for “A Single Fa¬ 
ther's Love Story" and Ger¬ 
many’s Heino Ferch for 
“Anatomy of Revenge.” 


“Roar of the Rings” opens 
on Sunday. 

The winners of the tourna¬ 
ment in Winnipeg, Manito¬ 
ba, will represent Canada 
at the Sochi Olympics in 
February. The women’s fi¬ 
nal is Dec. 7 and the men’s 
final is Dec. 8. 

Burgundy says in a release 


China’s Li Sun for “The Back 
Palace: Legend of Zhen 
Huan” and Sweden’s Lotta 
Tejle for “30 Degrees in Feb¬ 
ruary” rounded out the ac¬ 
tress nominees. 

World heavyweight boxing 
champion Wladimir Klitsch- 
ko will present the honor¬ 
ary International Emmy 
Directorate Award to Ger¬ 
many’s Anke Schaferkordt, 
co-CEO of the RTL Group, 
the leading European en¬ 
tertainment network. 
Ahead of the awards cer¬ 
emony, the International 
Academy of Television Arts 
& Sciences announced a 
new International Emmy 
category for 2014 for non- 
English language U.S. 
primetime programs. It’s 
expected that this cate¬ 
gory will include programs 
on the Spanish-language 
Univision and Telemundo 
networks, which, though 
eligible, get overlooked 
for U.S. primetime Emmy 
nominations. □ 


that he will “accept your 
hallowed task and sing out 
with a battle cry worthy of 
your love and your wisdom. 
And that song is, ‘Winni¬ 
peg, get ready to paint the 
town Burgundy!'" 
“Anchorman 2: The Leg¬ 
end Continues” opens 
Dec. 20.Q 


Stars donate songs for Philippines relief album 


Ron Burgundy to ‘call’ 
Olympic curling trials 
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Controversy over Bashir punishment doesn’t go away 



This Jan. 22, 2013 file photo shows Martin Bashir at the EA SimC- 
ity Learn. Build. Create. Inauguration After-Party, in Washington. 

Associated Press 


DAVID BAUDER 
AP Television Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Martin 
Bashir's apology for graph¬ 
ic comments about Sarah 
Palin on MSNBC hasn't 
ended questions about 
whether the remarks de¬ 
serve punishment from his 
bosses, giving unwanted 
attention to a cable net¬ 
work dealing with sinking 
ratings along with loose¬ 
lipped hosts. 

Palin, in a Fox interview on 
Sunday, said MSNBC was 
guilty of “executive hypoc¬ 
risy" by not publicly disci¬ 


plining Bashir for his “vile, 
evil comments.” Four days 
after Bashir apologized, 
MSNBC said it was “han¬ 
dling this matter internally" 
and wouldn't comment 
further. 

“It’s a systemic problem," 
said Jeff Cohen, an Ithaca 
College journalism profes¬ 
sor and liberal commen¬ 
tator who was a producer 
for Phil Donahue’s prime¬ 
time MSNBC show a de¬ 
cade ago. “It's a problem 
at MSNBC. It's a problem 
in cable news. It’s a cer¬ 
tain coarseness where ev¬ 


erything goes. I guess they 
can keep sanctioning and 
suspending people, but 
there's something wrong 
when name-calling is con¬ 
sidered OK.” 

Bashir's comments about 
Palin came on the same 
day MSNBC suspended ac¬ 
tor Alec Baldwin from his 
weekly show for two epi¬ 
sodes for his part in an off- 
the-air episode. Baldwin 
used an anti-gay slur in a 
confrontation with a pho¬ 
tographer on a New York 
City street. 

Bashir used his weekday af¬ 
ternoon program on Nov. 
15 to criticize Palin for her 
remarks comparing U.S. 
indebtedness to China to 
slavery. 

Bashir cited the diaries of a 
former plantation overseer 
who punished slaves by 
having someone defecate 
in their mouth or urinate on 
their face. Fie suggested 
the former Alaska governor 
deserved the same treat¬ 
ment. 

The somber anchor, a for¬ 
mer “Nightline” host, apol¬ 
ogized on his next show on 
Nov. 18. 

The Baldwin suspension set 
up an immediate contrast 


for MSNBC’s critics to latch 
on to: Why does an epithet 
used in a heated moment 
in an off-air confrontation 
merit a suspension, while a 
sickening comment made 
on the air, presumably re¬ 
searched and written in ad¬ 
vance, not deserve one? 
Other MSNBC personalities 
have been disciplined for 
remarks that drew unwant¬ 
ed attention. The network 
fired Don Imus in 2007 for 
referring to members of the 
Rutgers women's basket¬ 
ball team as “nappy-head¬ 
ed hos." David Shuster was 
suspended for two weeks in 
2008 for suggesting Hillary 
Clinton’s presidential cam¬ 
paign had “pimped out” 
daughter Chelsea Clinton 
by having her place phone 
calls to celebrities and 
convention delegates. The 
network suspended and 
eventually dumped long¬ 
time commentator Pat Bu¬ 
chanan in 2012 for a book 
that some critics called 
racist, anti-Semitic and ho¬ 
mophobic, charges that he 
denied. 

MSNBC is dominated by 
left-leaning news programs, 
a liberal alternative to Fox 
News Channel, which ap¬ 


peals to Republicans. MS¬ 
NBC has had a rough year, 
with its weeknight program¬ 
ming down 32 percent in 
viewership from 2012, prob¬ 
ably due in part to less inter¬ 
est in politics following an 
election year and President 
Barack Obama's dwindling 
popularity (Fox and CNN 
are down 17 percent in the 
same Nielsen company 
measurement). 

Palin, a Republican and 
Fox News analyst said in an 
interview with “Fox News 
Sunday” that MSNBC had 
condoned Bashir's com¬ 
ments. 

“That's hypocrisy,” she said. 
When a conservative wom¬ 
an is a target on MSNBC 
“they usually just kind of 
pooh-pooh it, laugh it off. 
It’s no big deal.” 

MSNBC did, however, take 
Ed Schultz off the air for a 
week in 2011 after he re¬ 
ferred to conservative talk- 
show host Laura Ingraham 
as a “slut” during a com¬ 
mentary on his radio show. 
Schultz apologized publicly 
to Ingraham before serving 
his suspension. 

The network did not explain 
what made the Bashir inci¬ 
dent different. □ 


Katie Couric to anchor Yahoo’svideo news coverage 
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In this Monday, Nov. 11, 2013 file photo, Katie Couric attends 
the 23rd Annual Glamour Women of the Year Awards hosted 
by Glamour Magazine at Carnegie Hall in New York. 

Associated Press 


MICHAEL LIEDTKE 
AP Technology Writer 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 

Katie Couric is joining Ya¬ 
hoo to anchor an expan¬ 
sion of the Internet compa¬ 
ny’s video news coverage 
in a move that she hopes 
will help persuade other 
broadcast TV veterans 
make the transition into on¬ 
line programming. 
Monday’s announcement 
confirms recent published 
reports that Couric is hop¬ 
ing to attract more view¬ 
ers on the Internet after 
spending the past 22 years 
working as a talk-show host 
and news anchor at NBC, 
CBS and ABC. 

“I am particularly excited 
about hopefully atfracfing 
ofher people to this plat¬ 
form and venture," Couric 
said in an interview with 
The Associated Press. “We 
are in a major, transforma¬ 
tive time in terms of media 
in this country.” 

Financial terms of Cou- 


ric’s contract with Yahoo 
weren't disclosed. She also 
declined to say how many 
more reporters will be add¬ 
ed to her team at Yahoo. 
Couric, 56, will continue to 
host her daytime talk show, 
“Katie,” on ABC even af¬ 


ter she becomes Yahoo's 
“global anchor” begin¬ 
ning early next year. She 
described her now role at 
Yahoo as a “work in prog¬ 
ress.” 

“I will be involved in devel¬ 
oping a lot of concepts. 


but not necessarily doing 
everything,” Couric said. “I 
will be doing interviews, but 
not on a daily basis. Prob¬ 
ably monthly at this point." 
The Yahoo job appealed to 
Couric because it will give 
her an outlet to delve into 
breaking developments 
around the world that she 
regularly covered as the 
anchor of CBS’ evening 
news from 2006 through 
2011. Couric’s hiring is the 
latest coup for Yahoo CEO 
Marissa Mayer as she brings 
in well-known journalists in 
an effort to create com¬ 
pelling content that will at¬ 
tract more people to the 
company’s online services. 
In the past month, Yahoo 
has also lured away tech¬ 
nology columnist David 
Pogue and political report¬ 
er Matt Bai from The New 
York Times. 

Since leaving Google Inc. 
to become Yahoo's CEO 
16 months ago, Mayer has 
been trying to make Ya¬ 


hoo’s services more alluring 
so people will visit them on 
a regular basis and dwell 
for longer periods. In doing 
so, she is hoping Yahoo will 
be able to sell more digital 
ads and boost the Sunny¬ 
vale, California, compa¬ 
ny’s revenue, which has 
been lagging the overall 
growth of Internet market¬ 
ing for years. 

“News is a definitive daily 
habit for our users, and 
Katie will work with our tal¬ 
ented editorial team to 
pioneer a new chapter of 
digital journalism,” Mayer 
said. Yahoo already oper¬ 
ates the most popular on¬ 
line news section in the U.S. 
with 81.5 million visitors in 
October, according to the 
most recent data from the 
research firm comScore 
Inc. The audience’s size is 
roughly the same as when 
Mayer became Yahoo's 
CEO. CNN ranks second in 
online news in the U.S., with 
70 million visitors. □ 
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Obama’s Bay Of Pigs 



Danger In A Mickey Mouse Couch 



JOE NOCERA 
© 2013 New York Times 

This week, when we are remem¬ 
bering John F. Kennedy, I’d like 
to touch briefly on the greatest 
fiasco of his presidency: the Bay 
of Pigs invasion. No sooner had 
Kennedy taken the oath of of¬ 
fice than he discovered that 
the Pentagon and CIA were 
preparing to send 1,500 Cuban 
exiles to invade Cuba. Although 
they would be greatly outnum¬ 
bered by Cuban troops, the U.S. 
military and the CIA assumed 
that once the attack began, 
the Cuban people would rise 
up and overthrow Fidel Castro. 
Kennedy was privately skepti¬ 
cal, but he didn’t yet have the 
confidence in his own judgment 
to override the experts he was 
surrounded by. So he gave the 
go-ahead - only to discover 
that the experts didn’t know 
what they were talking about. 
The exiles were quickly routed, 
America was humiliated and 
Kennedy was left to take the 
blame. So far, at least, the im¬ 
plementation of the Affordable 
Care Act has been President 
Barack Obama’s Bay of Pigs. 
Led to believe that the prepa¬ 
ration for Obamacare was on 
track, Obama was blindsided 
when that turned out not to be 
the case. The website where 
people are supposed to en¬ 
roll, HealthCare.gov, is a train 
wreck. People with individual 
policies saw that they were 
set to be canceled - and then 
couldn’t enroll in Obamacare 
because the website had col¬ 
lapsed. In other cases, people 
discovered that even the least 
expensive plan available to 
them under Obamacare cost 
more than their old plan. And 
on and on. 

There are two primary reasons 
Obamacare has gotten off to 
such a terrible start. The first is 
that it is one of the most com¬ 
plicated things that the federal 
government has ever tried to 
do; it was inevitable that there 
would be problems. 

An insurance executive friend 
says that the systems Obam¬ 
acare required were an order of 
magnitude more complex than 
even the most complicated in¬ 
surance company systems. That 
complexity, says Drew Altman, 
the president of the Kaiser Fam¬ 
ily Foundation, was necessitat¬ 
ed by the many compromises 
that were required to pass the 
bill into law. Ted Marmor, a for¬ 
mer Yale professor and an ex¬ 
pert on entitlement programs, 
says that it has to coexist within 
the extraordinarily complicated 
“patchwork” that is the U.S. 


health care system. 

Marmor was a young special 
assistant in the old Department 
of Health, Education and Wel¬ 
fare when Medicare rolled out 
in 1966 - a rollout that was as 
smooth as Obamacare’s has 
been rocky. (“Our biggest worry 
was getting Southern hospitals 
to treat black people,” Marmor 
told me.) Partly that was be¬ 
cause Medicare was a relative¬ 
ly straightforward program. But 
Marmor also believes that it was 
because the men in charge 
of the new Medicare program 
were seasoned pros who knew 
how to get the job done. 

Thus the second reason the 
Obamacare rollout has been 
so awful. “They put amateurs in 
charge,” Marmor says. 

Obama would have been 
much better served if, for in¬ 
stance, he had called upon his 
friend Jeffrey Immelt, the chief 
executive of General Electric, 
to find a team of specialists to 
lead the effort. 

To even think that thought, 
however, requires manage¬ 
ment skills that this president has 
never shown. Nor has his initial 
reaction done much to instill 
faith. Calling on insurance com¬ 
panies to allow people to keep 
their old insurance plans - even 
after they’ve been canceled - is 
untenable. Even if state boards 
of insurance would allow such a 
move, it still wreaks havoc with 
the calculations upon which 
premiums are set. 

Obama also announced a 
deadline of Nov. 30 for fixing 
the problems with Healthcare, 
gov. But what will that really 
accomplish? It is an arbitrary 
deadline that will almost surely 
not be met - and will sow even 
more mistrust. 

With each day’s stories about 
the troubled rollout of Obam¬ 
acare, it is easy to believe that 
it is doomed. But it’s not - not by 
a long shot. 

“We’ll know a lot more when 
we see what the roughly 15 mil¬ 
lion to 16 million people who are 
expected to get coverage that 
first year think,” Altman says. 
“And they won’t know them¬ 
selves what they think about 
Obamacare until they start get¬ 
ting services.” 

Jonathan Gruber, the MIT 
economist who helped de¬ 
vise the Massachusetts health 
plan upon which Obamacare 
is modeled, says the deadline 
that matters is March 31. That’s 
when the individual mandate 
comes into play - meaning that 
people will either have signed 
up for health insurance or pay 
a fine. 

“It’s way too early to panic,” he 
says. 

Eighteen months after the Bay 
of Pigs, Kennedy was confront¬ 
ed with the Cuban missile crisis. 
Once again, the generals in 
the Pentagon wanted him to 
respond militarily, a route that 
was likely to lead to war with 
the Soviet Union. But this time, 
he trusted his own judgment, 
took a different path and de¬ 
fused the crisis. He had applied 
the lessons he had learned from 
the Bay of Pigs to the Cuban 
missile crisis. As Obama tries to 
turn Obamacare around, that 
is the looming question: Can he 
learn?Q 
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Researchers this summer pur¬ 
chased 42 children’s chairs, 
sofas and other furniture from 
major retailers and tested them 
for toxic flame retardants that 
have been linked to cancer, 
birth defects, diminished IQs 
and other problems. 

In a study released a few days 
ago, the Center for Environ¬ 
mental Health reported the re¬ 
sults: The toxins were found in all 
but four of the products tested. 
“Most parents would never sus¬ 
pect that their children could 
be exposed to toxic flame-re¬ 
tardant chemicals when they sit 
on a Mickey Mouse couch, but 
our report shows that children’s 
foam furniture can carry hidden 
health hazards,” a co-author of 
the study, Carolyn Cox, said in 
releasing the report. 

These flame retardants repre¬ 
sent a dizzying corporate scan¬ 
dal. It’s a story of corporate 
greed, deceit and skulduggery, 
powerfully told in a new HBO 
documentary, “Toxic Hot Seat,” 
that is scheduled to air Monday 
evening. 

This is a televised window into 
political intrigue and duplicity 
that makes “House of Cards” or 
“Breaking Bad” seem like a Sun¬ 
day school picnic. 

The story goes back to the 
1970s, when the tobacco indus¬ 
try was under pressure to make 
self-extinguishing cigarettes be¬ 


cause so many people were 
dying in fires caused by careless 
smokers. The tobacco industry 
didn’t want to tinker with ciga¬ 
rettes, so it lobbied instead for 
requiring flame retardants in 
mattresses and couches. 

This became a multibillion-dollar 
boondoggle for the chemical 
industry, but studies showed 
that flame retardants as actu¬ 
ally used in sofas don’t prevent 
fires. This is easy to test: Just set a 
cushion on fire. The documenta¬ 
ry shows that it will burn right up. 
The chemical industry has cited 
the work of a fire safety scientist, 
Vytenis Babrauskas, as showing 
that flame retardants do limit 
fires. But Babrauskas says in the 
HBO documentary that chemi¬ 
cal companies misrepresented 
his findings “in an exceedingly 
blatant and disgraceful way.” 
Babrauskas says that, in fact, 
retardants provide little if any 
delay for a fire, and then lead 
to much more toxic fumes. “You 
get the worst of both possible 
worlds,” he says. 

One risk is to firefighters, who 
are coming down with rare 
cancers. The larger danger is to 
people sitting on those couch¬ 
es. Retardants are released as 
dust from the foam and accu¬ 
mulate on the floor. The great¬ 
est risk is probably to pregnant 
women and to small children, 
who are also more likely to be 
on the floor. 

These chemicals are frequently 
endocrine disruptors that mimic 
hormones, and mounting evi¬ 
dence links them to cancer, re¬ 
productive problems and other 
ailments. One positive step: Cal¬ 
ifornia announced new stan¬ 
dards Thursday that will lead to 
the sale of flame-retardant-free 
furniture there. 

It’s often impossible to know 
whether a particular couch 
contains retardants. The Center 
for Environmental Health sug¬ 
gests that parents avoid foam 
and choose furniture made of 
wood, or upholstered with cot¬ 
ton, down, wool or polyester 
fiberfill. 

Arlene Blum, a California sci¬ 
entist whose research led to 


certain flame retardants being 
banned from children’s paja¬ 
mas in the 1970s, recounts her 
horror when she found that 
those same chemicals were still 
being used in couches that chil¬ 
dren sleep on. 

As the evidence grew about 
the danger of flame retardants, 
legislation was proposed in Cali¬ 
fornia, Maine and elsewhere to 
curb these chemicals. That’s 
when a mysterious organization 
called Citizens for Fire Safety In¬ 
stitute began running commer¬ 
cials defending the chemicals. 
“The California Legislature is 
considering a bill that will en¬ 
danger our children,” the group 
warned in one commercial. An¬ 
other cautioned that without 
flame retardants, household fur¬ 
niture would spread fire through 
a home. 

“Say no to laws that put our 
children in danger,” the group 
warned. 

So who are these Citizens for 
Fire Safety? Their website once 
showed an image of children 
in front of a fire station and de¬ 
scribed the group as “a coali¬ 
tion of fire professionals, educa¬ 
tors, community activists, burn 
centers, doctors, fire depart¬ 
ments and industry leaders.” 
“Toxic Hot Seat” follows a group 
of Chicago Tribune reporters 
as they dig into Citizens for Fire 
Safety. Their excavation of pub¬ 
lic records revealed that this 
“coalition” has just three mem¬ 
bers - a trio of giant companies 
manufacturing flame retar¬ 
dants. The organization was a 
lie, meant to deceive politicians 
and voters. 

(These days the website has 
been mostly dismantled and 
simply refers visitors to the 
chemical lobby, the American 
Chemistry Council, which has 
set up a website responding 
to the HBO documentary: fla- 
meretardantfacts.com.) 

Let’s be clear. The companies 
stonewalling safety regulation 
include giants like Exxon, BASF, 
DuPont and Dow Chemical, 
and I hope their executives 
squirm Monday evening as they 
watch “Toxic Hot Seat. "□ 
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Every Tuesday Night from 8pm to 1 Opm: 


Steel Pan Night at Palm Beach Plaza Mall 




PALM BEACH - Nico Con¬ 
nor, a second generation 
steel pan recording artist 


who is one of the 2 per¬ 
forming sons of the late 
Edgar Connor, Aruba steel 


pan pioneer who obviously 
shared his talent with his 
sons. 

Nico has being surrounded 
by (steel pan) music and 
was in love with the sound 


from a young age, his 
mother Gloria Connor the 
great arranger of the fa¬ 
mous invaders steel band 
gave him a saxophone 
that’s still at his side but 
his steel pans have always 
had his priority in any form 
or music. 

Together with his also tal¬ 
ented brother Lee brought 
a new trade wind to steel 
pan music, arrangements 
and performing. As a steel 
pan performer/label owner 
he’s always looking for the 
next step to add to his vir¬ 
tuosity groovy sounds, and 
expand his musical journey 
beyond the horizon. 

The all-star band will be 


performing at Palm Beach 
Plaza Mall every Tuesday 
Night from 8pm to 1 Opm! 
We invite you to come 
and experience Aruba’s 
heritage on Steel Pan Mu¬ 
sic, tonight at Palm Beach 
Plaza MallO 
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